DESCRIPTION 

RECEPTION DEVICE, TRANSMISSION DEVICE, SECURITY MODULE, 
AND DIGITAL RIGHT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 



5 Technical Field 

[0001] The present invention relates to a system for managing a 
right to use a digital content such as video and music distributed 
through a digital broadcast, the Internet and the like, and allowing 
a user to use the digital content based on the right to use the digital 
10 content in a terminal apparatus. In particular, to a system capable 
of reliably controlling obtainment of the right to use the digital 
content in the terminal apparatus according to an intention of the 
provider. 

15 Background Art 

[0002] In recent years, a content distribution service of allowing use 
of a digital content (hereafter referred to as a content) such as 
music and video in a terminal apparatus by distributing the digital 
content from a broadcast station to the terminal apparatus through 

20 a digital broadcast, a digital cable television (CATV), the Internet 
and the like, has entered a stage of practice. In general, a 
copyright protection technology is used for such content distribution 
service in order to protect a copyright of a content and prevent 
unauthorized use of the content by a malicious user. The copyright 

25 protection technology is, in specific, a technology of securely 
controlling a content use such as the reproduction of the content by 
a user, and copying of the content onto a recording medium, using a 
cipher technology and an authentication technology. The use of the 
copyright protection technology enables a content provider and a 

30 service provider such as a broadcast station to securely control the 
content use by a user in the terminal apparatus. 
[0003] By the way, in recent years, there has been examined a use 



style, with high usability for a user, of a terminal apparatus having a 
mass storage such as a Hard Disk Drive (HDD), whereby the 
distributed content is stored temporarily in the terminal apparatus 
and the stored content is viewed when the user wants to. In the 
5 Association of Radio Industries and Businesses (ARIB) that is an 
organization of standardization of digital broadcast in Japan, a 
server type broadcast method is standardized as a digital broadcast 
method of using a mass storage function, and, in particular, a 
conditional access method has been developed as a method for 

10 restricting the reproduction at the time of storing the content. 
Note that, ARIB STD-B25 4.1 version describes in detail about the 
conditional access method in the server type broadcast method. 
[0004] In the terminal apparatus having such storage function, in 
addition to a content, a license that is a right to use the content is 

15 also stored in the terminal apparatus so that the license can be 
freely duplicated. As the consequence, there is a possibility that 
unlimited number of licenses can be obtained for the same content. 
Obviously, the license is generally distributed in an encrypted form 
so that not every user can freely use the license. However, at least, 

20 the user who made a viewing contract with a broadcast station can 
easily obtain the license without limits, especially in the case of 
monthly contract (subscription) and the like. 

[0005] As a digital right management system for solving problems 
similar to the aforementioned problems, there is disclosed a method 

25 of managing contents' ID to be written on a recording medium in a 
list form, for limiting the number of contents to be written on the 
recording medium (e.g. refer to Patent Reference 1). In this 
method, the maximum of the list size is also managed in order to 
prevent unlimited increase of the size of the list in which the 

30 contents' ID are described. In the case where the list size reaches 
the maximum, the contents' IDs are deleted in order of registration 
date on the list starting from the oldest record. 
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Patent Reference 1: Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application No. 
2004-5526 

[0006] However, in a conventional digital management system, a 
method of deleting the records from the list in a chronological order 
5 of registration date is used, so that there is a possibility that the 
same multiple licenses are falsely obtained without limits resulting 
from the repetitions of registration/deletion of the license ID 
on/from the list. Therefore, there is a problem that provider's right 
to limit the number of licenses available for a user to obtain cannot 

10 be protected sufficiently. 

[0007] In addition, in the case where an IC card and the like are 
used for the license management, there is a problem that a memory 
in the IC card is taken up in a management method of importing all 
licenses obtained into the IC card regardless of whether or not the 

15 user actually watches the content. 

[0008] In order to solve such conventional problems, an object of 
the present invention is to provide a reception device and a 
transmission device, which can prevent unlimited license 
obtainments by a user and prevent an increase of the size of 

20 information relating to the license management to be recorded on 
the IC card and the like, in the case of distributing licenses through 
digital broadcast and the like. 

Summary of the Invention 

25 [0009] In order to achieve the aforementioned problems, a 
reception device according to the present invention is a reception 
device which obtains a license, transmitted from a transmission 
device, for permitting use of a content, and uses the content based 
on the license, wherein at least a license import period and a license 

30 ID are assigned to the license. The license import period being a 
period during which the license can be imported to the reception 
device and made available for use. The reception device 
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comprises the following: a license importing unit which imports the 
license transmitted from the transmission device; a log recording 
unit which holds a license import log including the license ID and the 
license import period, at least until the license import period 
5 expires; and a license import controlling unit which controls 
importing of the license to be performed by the license importing 
unit, in the case where the license import log includes a license ID 
that is the same as the license ID of the license imported by the 
license importing unit. 

10 [0010] With this structure, the license import controlling unit of the 
reception device can prevent an unauthorized obtainment of the 
license using the license ID and the license import period. 
[0011] Also, the reception device according to the present invention 
further includes the following: a license decrypting unit which 

is decrypts an encrypted license once before the encrypted license is 
imported by said license importing unit, and to generate a decrypted 
license; 

a re-encrypting unit which re-encrypts the decrypted license using 
an encryption key that is different from an encryption key used for 
20 encrypting the encrypted license, and to generate a re-encrypted 
license; and a storing unit which holds at least the re-encrypted 
license. 

[0012] Further, in the reception device according to the present 
invention, an encryption transformation period is further assigned to 

25 the license, the encryption transformation period being a period 
during which a re-encryption can be performed by the re-encrypting 
unit, and the re-encrypting unit generates the re-encrypted license 
by re-encrypting a license within the encryption transformation 
period, and stores the re-encrypted license into the storing unit. 

30 [0013] According to these structures, the license re-encrypted by 
the re-encrypting unit can be stored in the storing unit, while 
marking an authorized license using information about the 
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encryption transformation period. Therefore, the problem of 
occupying the memory of the IC card with the information relating to 
the content by importing only the authorized license that is used by 
a user into an IC card and the like can be solved. 
5 [0014] Further, a transmission device according to the present 
invention is a transmission device which transmits a license to a 
reception device which uses a content based on the license for 
permitting use of the content, the transmission device including the 
following: 

10 a license generating unit which generates the license; a license ID 
assigning unit which assigns the license with a license ID that is an 
identification number; a license import period assigning unit assigns 
the license with a license import period that is a period during which 
at least the license can be imported to the reception device and 

15 made available for use; and a transmitting unit which transmits, to 
the reception device, the license to which at least the license ID and 
the license import period are assigned. 

[0015] With these structures, the transmission device can attach at 
least a license ID and a license import period to the license and 

20 transmit to the reception device. Therefore, the information 
relating to the license can be more appropriately managed. 
[0016] Further, in the transmission device according to the present 
invention, the reception device includes a re-encrypting unit which 
generates a re-encrypted license by re-encrypting a decrypted 

25 license using an encryption key that is different from an encryption 
key used for encrypting the license. The transmission device 
further includes an encryption transformation period assigning unit 
which assigns the license with an encryption transformation period 
that is a period during which re-encrypting of the license can be 

30 performed by the re-encrypting unit, wherein the transmitting unit 
transmits, to the reception device, the license to which at least the 
license ID and the encryption transformation period are assigned. 
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[0017] With this structure, the transmission device can attach an 
encryption transformation period that is judgment information for 
re-encryption by the reception device, and transmit to the reception 
device. 

5 [0018] Further, a security module according to the present invention 
is a security module which operates in conjunction with a terminal 
apparatus that uses a content based on a license, wherein at least a 
license import period and a license ID are assigned to the license, 
the license import period being a period during which the license can 

10 be imported to the reception device and made available for use. 
The security module includes the following: a license importing unit 
which imports the license transmitted from the transmission device; 
a log recording unit which holds a license import log including the 
license ID and the license import period, at least until the license 

15 import period expires; and a license import controlling unit which 
controls importing of the license performed by the license importing 
unit, in the case where the license import log includes a license ID 
that is the same as the license ID of the license imported by the 
license importing unit. 

20 [0019] Further, the security module according to the present 
invention includes a license decrypting unit which decrypts an 
encrypted license once before the encrypted license is imported by 
the license importing unit, and to generate a decrypted license; and 
a re-encrypting unit which re-encrypts the decrypted license using 

25 an encryption key that is different from an encryption key used for 
the encryption of the encrypted license, and to generate a 
re-encrypted license. 

[0020] According to these structures, in the security module, 
problems that the license is falsely used and that the information for 
30 the license management takes up the memory of the security 
module can be solved using information of the license import period 
and the encryption transformation period attached to the license. 
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[0021] Note that, in order to achieve the aforementioned object, the 
present invention can be realized as a receiving method, 
transmitting method and a license obtainment method of including, 
as steps, the characteristic constituents of the reception device, the 
5 transmission device and the security module, or as a program of 
including those steps. The program can be not only stored in a ROM 
and the like included in the reception device and the transmission 
device, but also distributed through a recording medium such as a 
CD-ROM, and a communication network. 

10 [0022] According to the present invention, both an unlimited 
license obtainment and an increase of data size to be managed can 
be prevented by managing the ID and validity period of the license 
obtained by the terminal apparatus as an import log of the license 
and holding the license import log at least until the import period of 

15 the license expires. Also, the license that is actually used by a user 
only can be imported into the IC card using the information about 
the encryption transformation period so that the size of the data to 
be recorded onto the IC card can be appropriately managed. 

20 Brief Description of Drawings 

[0023] FIG. 1 is a diagram showing a schematic structure of a 
content distribution system as a whole according to an embodiment 
of the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing an overview of an encryption 
25 scheme according to the embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 3 is a functional block diagram showing a structure of a 
broadcast station according to the embodiment of the present 
invention. 

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing a structure of a contract 
30 information management table of a contract information 
management DB according to the embodiment of the present 
invention. 



-7- 



FIG. 5 is a diagram showing a structure of a work key 
management table of a work key DB according to the embodiment of 
the present invention. 

FIG. 6 is a diagram showing a structure of a content attribute 
5 information management table of a content attribute information DB 
according to the embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 7 is a diagram showing a structure of a content key 
management table of a content key DB according to the embodiment 
of the present invention. 
10 FIG. 8 is a diagram showing a structure of a content 

management table of a content DB according to the embodiment of 
the present invention. 

FIG. 9 is a diagram showing an EMM according to the 
embodiment of the present invention. 
15 FIG. 10 is a diagram showing a structure of an ECM-Kw and an 

ECM-Kc according to the embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 11 is a diagram showing a structure of an ECM for Kc 
transmission according to the embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 12 is a diagram showing a structure of a terminal 
20 apparatus according to the embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 13 is a diagram showing a structure of a common 
information table of a card management information DB according 
to the embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 14 is a diagram showing a structure of a provider unique 
25 information table of the card management information DB according 
to the embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 15 is a diagram showing a structure of a TL according to 
the embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 16 is a diagram showing a structure of a license 
30 according to the embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 17 is a flowchart showing a contract processing in the 
broadcast station and an EMM receiving processing in a terminal 
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apparatus and an IC card according to the embodiment of the 
present invention. 

FIG. 18 is a flowchart showing a content transmitting 
processing in the broadcast station according to the embodiment of 
5 the present invention. 

FIG. 19 is a flowchart showing a content storage processing in 
the terminal apparatus and the IC card according to the embodiment 
of the present invention. 

FIG. 20 is a diagram showing a message presented to a user 
10 when a license transformation is not permitted according to the 
embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 21 is a flowchart showing a license transformation 
permission judgment processing in the IC card according to the 
embodiment of the present invention. 
15 FIG. 22 is a flowchart showing a content use processing in the 

terminal apparatus and the IC card according to the embodiment of 
the present invention. 

FIG. 23 is a diagram showing a structure of a terminal 
apparatus according to a variation of the embodiment of the present 
20 invention. 

FIG. 24 is a diagram showing a structure of an ECM for Kc 
transmission according to the variation of the embodiment of the 
present invention. 

FIG. 25 is a diagram showing a structure of a TL according to 
25 the variation of the embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 26 is a diagram showing a message presented to a user 
in the case where it is detected that a PPV content has been 
purchased more than once according to the variation of the present 
invention. 

30 FIG. 27 is a diagram showing a message presented to a user 

in the case where a license cannot be obtained because the license 
has been obtained by another terminal according to the variation of 
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the present invention. 

FIG. 28 is a functional block diagram of a broadcast station 
according to a second embodiment. 

FIG. 29 is a diagram showing an example of a content 
5 attribute information management table recorded in a content 
attribute information DB of a transmission device according to the 
second embodiment. 

FIG. 30 is a diagram showing an example of a content 
management table recorded in a content DB of the transmission 
10 device according to the second embodiment. 

FIG. 31 is a reference diagram showing an example of a data 
structure of the ECM for Kc transmission to be transmitted from the 
transmission device according to the second embodiment. 

FIG. 32 is a reference diagram showing a system structure of 
15 a reception device according to the second embodiment. 

FIG. 33 is a reference diagram showing an example of an 
import log table (Import List: IL) recorded in an import log DB of an 
IC card of a reception device according to the second embodiment. 

FIG. 34 is a flowchart showing an operational procedure for 
20 the transmission device in the broadcast station to transmit a 
content according to the second embodiment. 

FIG. 35 is a flowchart showing a content receiving and 
encryption transformation processing in the terminal apparatus and 
the IC card according to the second embodiment. 
25 FIG. 36 is a flowchart showing an operational procedure of an 

encryption transformation permission judgment processing 
(corresponding to S3501 in FIG. 35) in the terminal apparatus 
according to the second embodiment. 

FIG. 37 is a flowchart showing a processing procedure at the 
30 time of importing a license in the terminal apparatus and the IC card 
according to the second embodiment. 

FIG. 38 is a flowchart showing a specific operational 
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procedure of a license import permission judgment (corresponding 
to step S3702) shown in FIG. 37 according to the second 
embodiment. 

FIG. 39 is a diagram showing an import log table (Import List: 
5 IL) for a Pay Per Content (PPC) managed by the IC card according to 
the variation. 

FIG. 40 is a reference diagram showing an example of an ECM 
for Kc transmission to be transmitted from a transmission device to 
a reception device according to the variation. 
10 FIG. 41 is a flowchart showing a processing procedure for the 

reception device to import a license of the PPC according to the 
variation. 

FIG. 42 is a flowchart showing a specific operational 
procedure of a license import permission judgment (corresponding 
15 to step S4102) shown in FIG. 41. 
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Detailed Description of the Invention 

5 [0025] Hereafter, embodiments according to the present invention 
are described in detail with references to drawings. 
[0026] (First Embodiment) 

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing a schematic structure of a 
content distribution system 1 as a whole using a digital right 
10 management system, according to the embodiment of the present 
invention. 

[0027] This content distribution system 1 is a system for securely 
controlling the use of encrypted content transmitted by a 
transmission device placed in a broadcast station through a digital 

15 broadcast, and allowing a user to use the content in the terminal 
apparatus- The system 1 includes a broadcast station 101 which 
distributes a content and a license of the content, a terminal 
apparatus 102 which uses the content, an IC card 103 used for using 
the content together with the terminal apparatus 102, a digital 

20 broadcast 104 which connects these constituents each other, and a 
communication network 105. 

[0028] Note that there can be a plurality of the terminal apparatus 
102. However, in FIG, 1, single terminal apparatus 102 only is 
described as a representative of other terminal apparatuses. 
25 [0029] The broadcast station 101 includes a transmission device 
which distributes the content encrypted (hereafter referred to as 
encrypted content), an encryption key for decrypting the encrypted 
content, and the like. 

[0030] The terminal apparatus 102 is an device which receives the 
30 encrypted content through the digital broadcast 104 and the 
communication network 105 together with the license for decrypting 
the encrypted content, decrypts the encrypted content, and uses the 
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content. Also, the terminal apparatus 102 has an interface into 
which the IC card 103 is inserted, and executes processing which 
requires a high level of security by working in conjunction with the 
IC card 103. 

5 [0031] The IC card 103 is a hardware module that is anti-tampered. 
In specific, the IC card 103 is a card with a high level of security such 
as B-CAS card in which a standard Conditional Access System (CAS) 
for a domestic digital broadcast is installed, and a module that is a 
secure digital (SD) card in which a security processor is installed. 

10 [0032] The digital broadcast 104 is a wireless digital broadcast such 
as Broadcasting Satellite (BS) digital broadcast, Communication 
Satellite (CS) digital broadcast and a terrestrial digital broadcast, 
and a wired digital broadcast such as a digital CATV. 
[0033] The communication network 105 is a network for mutually 

15 connecting the broadcast station 101 and the terminal apparatus 
102. For example, the communication network 105 is a high-speed 
Internet network such as an Asymmetric Digital Subscriber Line 
(ADSL), Fiber to the Home (FTTH), an interactive digital CATV, and 
IEEE802.11g. 

20 [0034] Note that, the structures of the broadcast station 101 and 
the terminal apparatus 102 are described later in detail with 
references to the diagrams. 

[0035] Here, an encryption scheme of a limited reproduction 
method in the server type broadcast method is described with 
25 reference to FIG. 2. 

[0036] In FIG. 2, the transmitter 200 of transmitting a content and 
an encryption key, and the receiver 250 of receiving the content and 
the encryption key are separately explained. 

[0037] At the transmitter 200, a content is scrambled, in other 
30 words, encrypted (202) with an encryption key called a scramble 
key Ks 201. For scrambling the content, a payload portion of 
Transport Stream (hereafter referred to as TS) packets is scrambled 
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on a packet-by-packet basis of a MPEG-2 TS. Also, the scramble 
key Ks 201 is a time variant key which varies every few seconds for 
increasing security against unauthorized receiving. 
[0038] Further, the scramble key Ks 201 for scrambling the content 
5 is encrypted (204) with the work key Kw 203 in order to prevent 
false eavesdropping by a malicious user. The work key Kw 203 is an 
encryption key used for a conventional general limited receiving 
method and assigned to each contract with a broadcast provider or 
to each group. In general, the work key Kw203 is updated in a 

10 period of several months to years in order to secure the security of 
the work key Kw203 itself. The data structure which at least 
includes the scramble key Ks201 and for transmitting information 
relating to the content is called Entitlement Control Message (ECM), 
and is configured as a private section of the MPEG-2 Systems 

15 (IEC/IS013818-1). The ECM encrypted with the work key Kw203 is 
called ECM-Kw and used for real time viewing of the broadcast 
contents. 

[0039] The scramble key Ks201 is also encrypted (204) with the 
content key Kc205. The content key Kc 205 is an encryption key 

20 assigned to each content, and is configured as a private section of 
the MPEG-2 Systems as in the case of the ECM-Kw. The ECM 
including the scramble key Ks 201 at least and being encrypted with 
the content key Kc 205 is called ECM-Kc, and is used for stored 
viewing of the broadcast contents (Typel content in the server type 

25 broadcast method). 

[0040] Further, the content key Kc 205 is also encrypted (206) with 
the work key Kw 203 in order to prevent false eavesdropping by a 
malicious user. The ECM including the content key Kc 203 and 
being encrypted with the work key Kw 203 is called an ECM for Kc 

30 transmission, and is used for stored viewing of the broadcast 
content. The ECM for Kc transmission is configured as a private 
section of the MPEG-2 Systems as in the cases of the ECM-Kw and 
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the ECM-Kc. 

[0041] Since the work key Kw 203 which encrypts the ECM-Kw and 
the ECM for Kc transmission needs to be shared between the 
transmitter 200 and the receiver 250 prior to the content use, it is 
5 shared using the data structure called Entitlement Management 
Message (EMM) among both. Herein, as in the cases of the 
scramble key Ks201 and the content key Kc 205, the work key Kw 
203 is encrypted (208) with an encryption key unique to the 
terminal apparatus 102 called a master key Km 207, for 

10 eavesdropping prevention. While the master key Km 207 also 
needs to be shared previously between the transmitter 200 and the 
receiver 250, a master key Km 252 of the receiver 250 is set by 
writing previously in a secured portion of the terminal apparatus 102, 
a module whose hardware is anti-tampered called security module 

15 and the like at the time of shipment. 

[0042] Note that examples of data structures of ECM-Kw, ECM-Kc, 
ECM for Kc transmission and EMM are described later in detail with 
references to diagrams. 

[0043] Also, under the present encryption scheme, in the terminal 
20 apparatus 102, the IC card may perform managing and processing 
of information which requires security in particular, such as the 
master key Km 207 and the work key Km 203. 

[0044] Further, as an encryption algorithm used for the present 
encryption scheme, a common key encryption method such as 

25 Advanced Encryption Standard (AES) is used. 

[0045] Furthermore, as for the work key Kw 203, a Secure 
Authenticated Channel (SAC) is established between the transmitter 
200 and the receiver 250, and the work key Kw 203 may be shared 
through the communication network 105. 

30 [0046] The encrypted content such as the ECM-Kw, the ECM-Kc, the 
ECM for Kc transmission and the EMM that are generated as above 
described are TS-packetized in a MPEG-2 format, and transmitted to 
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the receiver 250 after, if necessary, being multiplexed (209) with 
data such as Program Specific Information (PSI)/Service 
Information (SI). 

[0047] On the other hand, at the receiver 250, the MPEG-2 TS 
5 packets transmitted from the transmitter 200 are received and 
separated (251) so as to obtain the encrypted content such as the 
ECM-Kw, the ECM-Kc, the ECM for Kc transmission and the EMM. 
[0048] The encrypted EMM is decrypted (253) using the master key 
Km252 that is held previously in the receiver 250, and obtains the 
10 work key Kw 203. The work key Kw 203 is held in a non-volatile 
memory in the receiver 250. 

[0049] In the case where the content is viewed at a real time, the 
ECM-Kw is obtained; the ECM-Kw encrypted with the work key Kw 
203 is decrypted (255); and the scramble key Ks 201 is obtained. 

15 The content becomes available for use by decrypting (256) the 
encrypted content with the scramble key Ks 201. 
[0050] On the other hand, in the case where the content is stored 
and viewed, the encrypted content of the ECM-Kc, and ECM for Kc 
transmission that are recorded in the storage unit not shown in the 

20 diagram are read out. While the ECM for Kc transmission is 
repeatedly transmitted from the transmitter 200, the receiver 250 
only needs to obtain it once. Note that, since the ECM-Kw is used 
only at the time of real time viewing, it is not stored in the receiver 
250. 

25 [0051] The encrypted ECM for Kc transmission is decrypted (254) so 
as to obtain the content key Kc 205, using the work key Kw 203 
obtained by the method explained in the case of real time viewing. 
Through this, the ECM-Kc is decrypted (255) by the content key Kc 
205, and the encrypted content is decrypted (256) so that the 

30 content use becomes possible. 

[0052] In the above, the encryption scheme of the limited 
reproduction method of the server-type broadcast method is 
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described using FIG. 2. Hereafter, in the embodiment of the 
present embodiment, a digital right management system based on 
the encryption scheme explained in FIG. 2 is described. 
[0053] Referring to FIG. 3 to FIG. 22, it is described in detail about 
5 the use of content based on a license through the process that, in 
content distribution system 1, the content (program) and the license 
are distributed by a digital broadcast 104, and the terminal 
apparatus 102 stores the content and the license in a HDD and the 
like. 

10 [0054] FIG. 3 is a functional block diagram showing a structure of 
the broadcast station 101. 

The broadcast station 101 includes: a contract information 
management DB 301 which manages contract information; a work 
key DB 302 which manages work keys; a content attribute 

15 information DB 303 which manages attribute information relating to 
a content; a content key DB 304 which manages a content key to be 
assigned to a respective content; a content DB 305 which manages 
the content such as video and audio; a communication unit 306 
which provides an interface with the terminal apparatus 102; a 

20 contract processing unit 307 which manages user's contract 
information; an EMM generating unit 308 which generates individual 
information for each terminal apparatus 102; an EMM encrypting 
unit 309 which encrypts an EMM; an ECM generating unit 310 which 
generates information common to all terminal apparatuses 102; an 

25 ECM encrypting unit 311 which encrypts an ECM; a content coding 
unit 312 which encodes the content; a multiplexing unit 313 which 
multiplexes a MPEG-2 TS; a content encrypting unit 314 which 
encrypts TS packets such as video and audio; and a content 
transmitting unit 315 which transmits the TS packetized content. 

30 [0055] The contract information management DB 301 is a database 
for managing information relating to a user's viewing contract of a 
content. Specifically, the contract information management DB 
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301 has a contract information management table 400 which 
collectively manages information relating to the viewing contract 
and the master key Km 207 for respective IC card 103, as shown in 
FIG. 4. The contract information management DB 301 is mainly 
5 referred by the EMM generating unit 308 when generating an EMM 
for distributing viewing contract information to each terminal 
apparatus 102. 

[0056] The card ID 401 is information for uniquely identifying an IC 
card 103 to be inserted into the terminal apparatus 102, and is 
10 information used as a destination for the IC card 103 which made a 
contract to transmit an EMM 900. 

[0057] A tier contract ID 402 is an ID for identifying a monthly 
contract (subscription) for receiving a service provided by the 
broadcast station 101, and shows a type of contract form. For 

15 example, there are a "sports contents package" which allows 
viewing contents relating to sports, a "movie contents package" 
which allows viewing movie contents, and the like. 
[0058] A Pay Per View (PPV) contract ID 403 is an ID for identifying 
a pay-per-view viewing contract for receiving a service provided by 

20 the broadcast station 101, and shows a type of a contract form as in 
the case of the tier contract ID 908. 

[0059] A validity period 404 is a contract period with the broadcast 
station 101, and shows that the content provided by the broadcast 
station 101 can be used during the validity period 404. 

25 [0060] A stored encryption key Km 7 405 is used in the case where 
the content and the license are bind to the terminal apparatus 102 
which has obtained the content and the license, in other words, the 
IC card 103, in the case where the terminal apparatus 102 stores the 
content and the license (ECM, etc.) into a HDD and the like. 

30 [0061] A master key Km 406 is an encryption key unique to the IC 
card 103 and used for encrypting an EMM. It is installed in the IC 
card 103 at the time of shipping. 



- 19- 



[0062] For example, in FIG. 4, the IC card 103 whose card ID 401 is 
"CARD-ID-1" subscribes services whose tier contract ID 402 is 
"TIERCONT-ID-1" and PPV contract ID 403 is "PPVCONT-ID-1", has 
the validity period 404 "2004/4/1 to 2005/3/31" and has a stored 
5 encryption key Km 7 405 "0x1 1 1...1 1 1", and a master key Km 406 
"0x111. .,111". 

[0063] The work key DB 302 is a database for managing a key for 
encrypting the ECM to be transmitted when a user made a viewing 
contract with a provider, and has a work key management table 500. 

10 The work key DB 302 is used for providing a work key Kw 203 when 
an ECM-Kw and an ECM for Kc transmission are encrypted. 
[0064] Specifically, as shown in FIG. 5, the work key DB 302 
manages a work key management table 500 for managing a set of a 
work key ID 501, a work key Kw 502 and a work key use starting 

15 date 503. 

[0065] For example, FIG. 5 shows that the work key Kw 502 
corresponding to the work key ID 501 "WK-ID-1" is "0x123. ..cdf" and 
the work key use starting date 503 indicating a use starting date of 
the work key Kw 502 is "2003/11/24". In addition, for the 
20 encrypted ECM, the work key ID 501 is information used for 
specifying a work key Kw 203 used for the encryption, and set as a 
work key ID 1104 of the ECM-Kw and as a work key ID 1004 of the 
ECM for Kc transmission. 

[0066] The content attribute information DB 303 is a database for 
25 managing various information relating to the content use such as 
use conditions of a content, types of contracts which allow viewing 
the content. Specifically, as shown in FIG. 6, the content attribute 
information DB 303 has a content attribute information 
management table 600 including a content ID 601 for uniquely 
30 specifying a content in the content distribution system 1, a license 
ID 602 for uniquely specifying a license in the content distribution 
system 1, a use condition 603, contract information 604, and a 
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license transformation period 605. It should be noted that a license 
import period described in Claims corresponds to the license 
transformation period in the description of the present embodiment. 
[0067] For example, a content whose content ID 601 is 
5 "CONTENT-ID-1" and the license ID 602 is "LICENSE-ID-1" has the 
use condition 603 "validity period of one month", the contract 
information 604 "TIERCONT-ID-1" and the license transformation 
period 605 "2004/4/30". Therefore, it is indicated that, in the case 
where a contract is made for the service of "TIERCONT-ID-1" with 

10 the broadcast station 101 and the license is obtained by "2004/4/30", 
the content can be reproduced for during a month after the content 
is stored. Note that, the license transformation processing relating 
to the license transformation period 605 is described in detail when 
the structure of the terminal apparatus 102 is described. 

15 [0068] Also, the content whose content ID 601 is "CONTENT-ID-2" 
has the contract information 604 "TIERCONT-ID-1 and 
TIERCONT-ID-2". Therefore, in order to view the content, it is 
necessary to make a contract, with the broadcast station 101, for at 
least one of services "TIERCONTENT-ID-1" and "TIERCONT-ID-2". 

20 Also, the content whose content ID 601 is "CONTENT-ID-4" has the 
contract information 604 "PPVCONT-ID-1". Thus, it is indicated 
that the content is a PPV content. 

[0069] The content key DB 304 is a database for managing 
encryption keys assigned to respective licenses (i.e. respective 

25 contents) for using contents stored in the terminal apparatus 102. 
[0070] Specifically, the content key DB 304 has a content key 
management table 700 including a content ID 701 which is an 
identifier for uniquely identifying a content in the content 
distribution system 1, a license ID 702 which is an identifier for 

30 uniquely identifying a license in the content distribution system 1, 
and a content key Kc 703 which is assigned to the license ID 702. 
[0071] For example, FIG. 7 shows that the license ID 702 
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corresponding to the content 701 whose content ID is 
"CONTENT-ID-l" is "LICENSE-ID-1" and the content key KC 703 
corresponding thereof is "0x123. ..cdf". 

[0072] The content DB 305 is a database for storing contents. 
5 Specifically, as shown in FIG. 8, the content DB 305 has a content 
management table 800 including a content ID 801 for uniquely 
specifying a content in the content distribution system 1, a content 
title 802 indicating a title of a content, a broadcast date 803 
indicating a date on which the content is distributed by a digital 
10 broadcast, and a file name 804 indicating a position of a file of each 
content in the content DB 305. 

[0073] For example, it is indicated that the content whose content 
ID 801 is "CONTENT-ID-1" has a content tile "Monday Sports", its 
broadcast date 803 is "2004/4/8 21:00:00" and a Uniform Resource 
15 Identifier (URI) of the file name 804 in the content DB 305 is 
"/SPORT/. ../MONSPORTS.VC" ("..." indicates that a portion of the URI 
is omitted). 

[0074] Note that, the content management table 800 may be an 
analog Video Cassette Recorder (VCR), or may be a video camera for 
20 filming a live broadcast (a live program) instead of the content 
management table 800. 

[0075] The communication unit 306 is a unit for communicating with 
the terminal apparatus 102 through the communication network 
105. 

25 [0076] The contract processing unit 307 is a unit for processing a 
subscription for a viewing contract sent from the terminal apparatus 
102. 

Specifically, the contract processing unit 307 receives a 
viewing contract with the broadcast station 101 through a Web 
30 browser and the like, and registers viewing contract information for 
the user (terminal apparatus 102) in the contract information 
management DB 301. 
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[0077] The EMM generating unit 308 is a unit for generating an EMM 
including a work key Kw 203 and user's contract information. 
[0078] Specifically, the EMM generating unit 308 reads out, mainly 
for the user who made a new contract or changed a contract 
5 (terminal apparatus 102, that is an IC card 103), a tier contract ID 
402, PPV contract ID 403, validity period 404 and the like that are 
the contract details to the user from the contract information 
management DB 301, and sets them to the EMM. 
[0079] Here, it is described in detail about a data structure of the 
10 EMM. 

FIG. 9 is a diagram showing an example of a data structure of 
the EMM which transmits mainly a work key Kw 201 and information 
for each user (per IC card 103). 

[0080] The EMM 900 shown in FIG. 9 includes a card ID 902, a 
15 provider ID 903, a validity period 904, a work key ID 905, a work key 
Kw 906, a stored encryption key Km 7 907, a tier contract ID 908, a 
PPV contract ID 909, and a tamper detection 910. Also, in order to 
multiplex data into a transport stream in a private section method of 
the MPEG-2 Systems, a section header 901 and a section tailer 
20 (error detection) 911 are attached to the EMM 900. The most part 
of data shown in the EMM 900 is stored and managed in the IC card 
103. 

[0081] The card ID 902 is information, in the content distribution 
system 1, for uniquely identifying an IC card 103 to be inserted into 
25 the terminal apparatus 102 and used for a destination to which the 
EMM 900 is transmitted for the IC card 103 which made a contract 
processing. 

[0082] The provider ID 903 is a code, in the content distribution 
system 1, for identifying a provider which provides a service and 
30 being referred together with the work key ID 905 that is described 
later. 

[0083] The validity period 904 shows a contract period with the 
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broadcast station 101, indicating that the content from the 
broadcast station 101 can be used during the validity period 904. 
[0084] The work key ID 905 is information for identifying a work key 
Kw 203 for encrypting the ECM. For decrypting the ECM encrypted 
5 with the IC card 103, it can be judged which work key Kw 203 should 
be used for decrypting the encrypted ECM by referring to the work 
key ID 905 because same information as the work key ID 905 is set 
in an unencrypted portion of the ECM. 

[0085] The work key Kw 906 is encryption assigned to a user for a 
10 contract with the broadcast station 101, and is used for decrypting 
the ECM-Kw encrypted with the IC card 103 and the ECM for Kc 
transmission. 

[0086] The stored encryption key Km' 907 is used, in the terminal 
apparatus 102, for binding the content and the license to the 

15 terminal apparatus 102 which has obtained the content and the 
license, that is, the IC card 103 in the case where the content and 
the license (ECM, etc.) are stored in the HDD and the like. 
[0087] The tier contract ID 908 is an ID for identifying a monthly 
contract (subscription) for the service provided by the broadcast 

20 station 101, and indicates a contract form with the broadcast station 
101 such as "a standard package" and "a premium package". 
[0088] The PPV contract ID 909 is an ID for identifying a 
pay-per-view viewing contract for a service provided by the 
broadcast station 101, and indicates a type of a contract form as in 

25 the case of the tier contract ID 908. 

[0089] A hash value for detecting a tamper of the encrypted EMM 
900 is assigned to the tamper detection 910. The hash algorithm 
uses a Message Authentication Code (MAC), a SHA-256 and the like 
that are results of encryption by a CBC mode of the AES. 

30 [0090] Note that, while an example of setting the tier contract ID 
908 and the PPV contract ID 909 as the EMM 900 as they are, 
respectively for the tier contract and the PPV contract, the 
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respective ID indicated in a bit map and the like may be distributed 
in the EMM 900 and the amount of information to be transmitted and 
the amount of information to be held in the IC card 103 may be 
reduced. 

5 [0091] Also, while an example of assigning a work key Kw 203 to 
each provider is described, the work key Kw 203 may be assigned to 
each contract such as each tier contract ID. 

[0092] In the above, the detailed explanation about the data 
structure of the EMM 900 is described with reference to FIG. 9. 
10 The EMM encrypting unit 309 is a unit of encrypting the 

EMM900 generated by the EMM generating unit 308 using an AES 
and the like. 

[0093] Specifically, the EMM encrypting unit 309 encrypts the EMM 
900 generated by the EMM generating unit 308 with the master key 
is Km 207 obtained from the contract information management DB 301, 
and transmits to the multiplexing unit 313. For encrypting the EMM 
900, an encryption mode of Cipher Block Chaining (CBC) + Output 
FeedBack (OFB) is used. 

[0094] The ECM generating unit 310 is a unit of generating an ECM 
20 including a scramble key Ks 201 and the like. Specifically, the ECM 
generating unit 310 generates an ECM-Kw, an ECM-Kc, and an ECM 
for Kc transmission in response to an upper system in accordance 
with an output of the content. For the generations of the ECM-Kw 
and the ECM-Kc, scramble keys Ks are generated for every few 
25 seconds, and set to the ECM-Kw and ECM-Kc. For the generation of 
the ECM for Kc transmission, the use condition 603, the content key 
Kc 703 and the like are obtained from the content key DB 304 and 
the content attribute information DB 303 and set to the ECM for Kc 
transmission. Further, the generated scramble key Ks 201 is 
30 transmitted to the content encrypting unit 314 which encrypts the 
content. 

[0095] Here, with reference to FIG. 10 and FIG. 11, the detailed 
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explanation about the data structures of the ECM-Kw, the ECM-Kc, 
and the ECM for Kc transmission is described. 

[0096] FIG. 10 is a diagram showing an example of a data structure 
of the ECM-Kw and ECM-Kc which transmit mainly the scramble key 
5 Ks 201. 

[0097] Each of the ECM-Kw 1000 and the ECM-Kc 1020 shown in FIG. 
10 is information used for transmitting the scramble key Ks 201 and 
information relating to the content, and includes a provider ID 1002, 
a work key ID 1003, a content ID 1004, a scramble key Ks 1005, a 

10 contract judgment information 1006, and a tamper detection 1007. 
Also, in order to multiplex the ECM-Kw 1000 and the ECM-Kc 1020 
into a transport stream in a private section format of the MPEG-2 
Systems, a section header 1001 and a section tailer (error 
detection) 1007 are attached to the ECM-Kwl000 and the ECM-Kcl020. 

15 [0098] The provider ID 1002 is a code for identifying a provider 
which provides a service in the content distribution system 1, and is 
referred together with the work key ID 1003 that is described next. 
[0099] The work key ID 1003 is information for identifying a work 
key Kw 203 which encrypts the ECM, and is set in an unencrypted 

20 portion of the ECM. In the case where the IC card 103 is used for 
decrypting the encrypted ECM, it can be judged which work key Kw 
203 should be used for decrypting the ECM by referring to the work 
key ID 1003. 

[0100] The content ID 1004 is an identifier assigned uniquely to a 
25 content in the content distribution system 1, and is used for 
identifying the content. 

[0101] The scramble key Ks 1005 is an encryption key for encrypting 
a payload portion of the TS packets of the content. In order to 
reduce the time required for the terminal apparatus 102 to obtain 
30 the scramble key Ks 1005 that is changed every few seconds, in 
general, a plurality of encryption keys are set for the scramble key 
Ks 1005. 
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[0102] The contract judgment information 1006 is information 
indicating an attribute of the content, and is used for judging 
whether or not the terminal apparatus 102 has made a contract to 
view the content in the case where the content is viewed by the 
5 terminal apparatus 102. 

[0103] A hash value for detecting a tamper of the ECM to be 
encrypted is set to the tamper detection 1007. Similar to the case 
of the EMM 900, the hash algorithm uses a CBC-MAC of the AES, a 
SHA-256 and the like. 
10 [0104] Next, FIG. 11 is a diagram showing an example of a data 
structure of the ECM for Kc transmission for transmitting the content 
key Kc 205 for decrypting the ECM-Kc 1020 mainly for the stored 
viewing. 

[0105] The ECM 1100 for Kc transmission shown in FIG. 11 is 

15 information used for a transmission of the content key Kc 205 and a 
use condition (license) of the content, and includes a provider ID 
1102, a service type 1103, a work key ID 1104, a contract judgment 
information 1105, a license transformation period 1106, a license ID 
1107, a license validity period 1108, a content key Kc 1109, a use 

20 permission count 1110, a writing permission count 1111, and a 
tamper detection 1112. In addition, as in the cases of the ECM-Kw 
1000 and the ECM-Kc 1020, a section header 1101 and a section 
tailer (error detection) 1103 are added to the ECM 1100. 
[0106] The provider ID 1102, the work key ID 1104, the contract 

25 judgment information 1105, and the tamper detection 1112 apply to 
the descriptions of the provider ID 1002, the work key ID 1003, the 
contract judgment information 1006, and the tamper detection 1008 
in the ECM-Kc 1000 and the ECM-Kc 1020. Therefore, the same 
descriptions are omitted in here. 

30 [0107] The service type 1103 is a flag for identifying whether the 
content including the ECM 1100 for Kc transmission is a content 
available for viewing under the tier contract or a content which 
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requires a PPV contract and is available for viewing by performing 
another purchase. In the embodiment of the present invention, the 
following explanation is made by defining the tier contract as 
"TIERCONT" and the PPV contract us "PPVCONT". 
5 [0108] The license transformation period 1106 shows a period for a 
process, in the IC card 103, of transforming the ECM 1100 for Kc 
transmission and obtaining a license for the stored viewing. The 
license transformation is a process of generating a license for the 
stored viewing through format transformation using the information 

10 included in the ECM 1100 for Kc transmission. After the 
transformation period, a license necessary for the stored viewing 
cannot be obtained from the ECM 1100 for Kc transmission so that it 
is necessary to obtain the information by using another 
communication and the like after the license transformation period 

15 1106. 

[0109] The license ID 1107 is a code for uniquely identifying the 
transformed license in the content distribution system 1, and is also 
used as a transformation log of the license in the IC card 103. 
[0110] The license validity period 1108 shows a period during which 
20 the content can be viewed by the license. 

[0111] The content key Kc 1109 is an encryption key having a length 
of 16 bytes assigned per content, and is an encryption key included 
in the license. 

[0112] The use permission count 1110 indicates the number of 
25 times that the content can be viewed by the license. 

[0113] The writing permission count 111 indicates the number of 
times that the content can be written on a storage medium by the 
license. 

[0114] Note that, the format of the ECM-Kc 1000 for real time 
30 viewing encrypted with the work key Kw 203 is the same as the 
format of the ECM-Kc 1020 for stored viewing encrypted with the 
content key Ks 205, while an encryption key for performing an 
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encryption (the work key Kw 203 and the content key Ks 205), 
section identification information (table ID, table ID extension, etc.) 
described in the section header 1001, a PID of TS packets (Packet 
ID) and the like are different. 
5 [0115] Further, a problem that a large number of licenses is 
obtained in a short term including past licenses stored in other than 
the viewing contract period can be solved by storing the large 
number of contents and licenses in the terminal apparatus 102 by 
setting the license transformation period 1106 in addition to the 

10 license validity period 1108 and making a short term viewing 
contract. In this case, the license change period 1106 is preferred 
to be set at a relatively short period. Also, in order to do so, it is not 
necessarily to set the license transformation period 1106 for each 
license (ECM for Kc transmission), and the IC card 103 and the like 

15 may be held the license transformation period 1106 previously as a 
system fixed value. 

[0116] In the above, the detailed explanations about the data 
structures of the ECM-Kw 1000, the ECM-Kc 1020, and the ECM 1100 
for Kc transmission are described with reference to FIG. 10 and FIG. 

20 11. 

[0117] The ECM encrypting unit 311 is a unit which encrypts the 
ECM generated by the ECM generating unit 310 using an AES and the 
like. Specifically, the ECM encrypting unit 311 encrypts, using the 
work key Kw 203 obtained from the work key DB 302, the ECM-Kw 

25 1000 and ECM 1100 for Kc transmission generated by the ECM 
generating unit 310. Also, the ECM-Kc 1020 generated by the ECM 
generating unit 310 is encrypted with the content key Kc 205 
obtained from the content key DB 304. For encrypting each ECM, 
the CBC + OFB is used for the encryption mode. The ECM 

30 encrypting unit 311 transmits such encrypted ECM to the 
multiplexing unit 313. 

[0118] The content coding unit 312 reads out a content to be 
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transmitted to the terminal apparatus 102 from the content DB 305, 
and codes the content in a MPEG format. 

[0119] Specifically, the content coding unit 312 is a real time 
encoder which generates an MPEG stream. It generates an 
5 Elementary Stream (ES) of the MPEG-2 or the MPEG-4 including 
video, audio, data and the like by reading out the video and audio 
from the content DB 305 according to an instruction from the upper 
system (e.g. a program operating management system, etc.). 
Further, it generates a Packetized Elementary Stream (PES) 

10 including the ES, performs the MPEG-2 TS packetization, and 
transmits the packetized stream to the multiplexing unit 313. 
[0120] The multiplexing unit 313 multiplexes a transport stream 
including the video, audio and data received from the content coding 
unit 312, a transport stream of the ECM received from the ECM 

15 encrypting unit 311, and a transport stream of the EMM 900 received 
from the EMM encrypting unit 309, and transmits the multiplexed 
transport stream to the content encrypting unit 314. Specifically, 
the multiplexing unit 313 multiplexes the TS-packetized content 
received from the content coding unit 312, the TS-packetized 

20 ECM-Kw 1000, the ECM-Kc 1020, and the ECM 1000 for Kc 
transmission that are received from the ECM encrypting unit 311, 
and the TS-packetized EMM 900 received from the EMM encrypting 
unit 309, and generates a multiplexed transport stream for 
transmitting to the terminal apparatus 102. 

25 [0121] The content encrypting unit 314 is a unit which scrambles a 
content by encrypting the content using the AES and the like. 
Specifically, the content encrypting unit 314 encrypts (scrambles) 
the payload portion of the TS packets other than an adaptation field 
using the scramble key Ks 201 obtained from the ECM generating 

30 unit 310 by the CBC + OFB mode. 

[0122] The content transmitting unit 315 is a unit which transmits 
the TS packets encrypted by the content encrypting unit 314 to the 
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terminal apparatus 102. Specifically, the content transmitting unit 
315 transmits the transport stream received from the content 
encrypting unit 314 to the terminal apparatus 102 via the network 
103 as a broadcast wave. 
5 [0123] Note that, while the content stored in the content DB 305 is 
read out and real-time encoded by the content coding unit 312, the 
encoding process by the content coding unit 312 may be omitted 
when transmitting the content by generating a PES (ES) or a TS off 
line, in advance, and storing the generated PES (ES) or the TS in the 

10 content DB 305. 

[0124] In the above, the structure of the broadcast station 101 is 
described in detail with reference to FIG. 3 to FIG. 11. 

On the other hand, FIG. 12 is a functional block diagram 
showing structures of the terminal apparatus and the IC card 103 

15 that are shown in FIG. 1. 

[0125] First, the functional block configuring the terminal apparatus 
102 is explained. 

A transmitting/receiving unit 1201 is a processing unit for 
receiving a content and a license from the broadcast station 101 and 

20 communicating with the broadcast station 101, through the digital 
broadcast 104 and the communication network 105. 
[0126] A separating unit 1202 obtains the encrypted content 
multiplexed by the MPEG-2 TS, and separates the content, ECM and 
the like. 

25 [0127] Specifically, the separating unit 1202, by referring to the PSI 
information such as a Program Association Table (PAT), a Program 
Map Table (PMT) included in the transport stream received by the 
transmitting/receiving unit 1201, obtains a PID of the TS packets 
including content's video, audio and data, ECM-Kw 1000, ECM-Kc 

30 1020, and ECM 1100 for Kc transmission, and separates the content, 
the ECM-Kc 1020 and the like. In the case where the content is 
stored in a content storing unit 1203, it generates PSI information 
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such as a Selection Information Table (SIT) and a Discontinuity 
Information Table (DIT) by selecting from the PSI information such 
as PAT and PMT, and generates a stream called partial transport 
stream (hereafter referred to as partial TS) from the received 
5 transport stream. 

[0128] The storing unit 1203 is a unit for storing contents and 
licenses. Specifically, the storing unit 1203 is a mass storage 
nonvolatile recording medium such as a HDD, and holds the partial 
TS including a content such as video and audio, and a license such as 
10 ECM-Kc 1020 that are generated from the transport stream received 
by the separating unit 1202. 

[0129] A storage managing unit 1204 manages the contents and 
licenses stored in the storing unit 1203 of the terminal apparatus 
102 and has information for presenting a user a list of stored 

15 contents and licenses. 

[0130] A content decrypting unit 1205 is a unit which decrypts the 
encrypted content. Specifically, the content decrypting unit 1205 
obtains the content of the encrypted MPEG-2 TS content, and 
obtains TS packets including the content's video, audio and data by 

20 referring to the PSI information such as PAT and PMT included in the 
transport stream. It then decrypts the payload portion of the TS 
packets that is encrypted using the AES with the scramble key Ks 
201 obtained from the IC card 103. 

[0131] The content using unit 1206 is a unit for securely using the 
25 content with the scramble key Ks 201 obtained from the IC card 103 
and the use condition of the content. 

[0132] Specifically, the content using unit 1206 obtains the TS 
packets of the ECM-Kw 1000 from the transport stream received 
from the separating unit 1202, at the time of real-time viewing, and 
30 reconfigures the ECM-Kw 1000. Such obtained ECM-Kw 1000 is 
decrypted with the work key Kw 203, the scramble key Ks 201 for 
de-scrambling the content is obtained, and the content is decrypted. 



-32- 



On the other hand, at the time of stored viewing, the content using 
unit 1206 decrypts the ECM 1100 for Kc transmission with the work 
key Kw 203, from the transport stream read out from the storing 
unit 1203, and obtains a license. After a use condition included in 
5 the license is judged, only in the case where the content can be used, 
the ECM-Kc 1020 is decrypted using the content key Kc 205 included 
in the license, and obtains the scramble key Ks 201. Further, the 
content using unit 1206, using a secure timing unit that is not shown 
in FIG, 12, clocks the use time of the content, and controls the use 
10 of content based on the use condition. Under such control, the 
content using unit 1206 decodes the ES such as the MPEG-2 or 
MPEG-4 video, audio and data, an outputs the decoded ES to a 
monitor that is not shown in FIG. 12. 

[0133] Note that, after the content use is finished, the content using 
15 unit 1206 may notify the IC card 103 of a use termination 
notification. 

[0134] A first card I/F unit 1207 in the terminal apparatus 102 is a 
unit for providing an interface between the terminal apparatus 102 
and the IC card 103. 

20 [0135] Specifically, the first card I/F unit 1207 provides a unit for 
processing a T=0 protocol and aT=l protocol defined in IS07816-4 
and mutually communicating data among the terminal apparatus 
102, the IC card 103 and other functional blocks. The 
communication between the terminal apparatus 102 and the IC card 

25 103 is performed after establishing a Secure Authenticated Channel 
(SAC) by performing mutual authentication between the terminal 
apparatus 102 and the IC card 103 at least for receiving information 
which requires secured communication, in order to prevent a 
hearing of the communication by a malicious user and the like. 

30 [0136] A user I/F unit 1208 is a unit for providing an interface 
between the terminal apparatus 102 and the user. 
[0137] Specifically, the user I/F unit 1208 is a Graphical User 
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Interface (GUI) such as a Broadcasting Markup Language (BML) 
browser, a Web browser, and a resident application. It receives a 
user's request and presents a message to the user, through a 
monitor and the like that are not shown in FIG. 12. 
5 [0138] In the above, the functional block of configuring the terminal 
apparatus 102 is explained. 

Next, a functional block of configuring the IC card 103 is 
explained. 

[0139] A card information management DB 1210 is a database for 
10 managing information relating to a user's viewing contract of a 
content. Specifically, the card information management DB 1210 
includes a common information table 1300 which manages 
information relating to the viewing contract common to all providers, 
and a provider specific information table 1400 which manages 
15 information relating to a viewing contract for each provider. 

[0140] The common information table 1300 of the card information 
management DB 1210, as shown in FIG. 13, manages a card ID 1301, 
a master key Km 1302 and a stored encryption key Km' 1303. 
[0141] The card ID 1301 is an ID for uniquely identifying the IC card 
20 103 in the content distribution system 1, is previously written in the 
IC card 103, and is shipped. 

[0142] The master key Km 1302 is an encryption key unique to the 
card ID 1301 used for encrypting the EMM 900. It is previously 
written in the IC card 103 and shipped as in the case of the card ID 
25 1301. 

[0143] The stored encryption key Km' 1303 is an encryption key for 
binding a license to the IC card 103 that has obtained the license and 
is an ID assigned to the provider ID 903 of the EMM 900, in the case 
where the license is stored in the storing unit 1203 of the terminal 
30 apparatus 102. 

[0144] On the other hand, a provider unique information table 1400 
in the card information management DB 1210, as shown in FIG. 14, 
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manages a provider ID 1401, a tier contract ID 1402, a PPV contract 
ID 1403, a validity period 1404, a work key ID 1405 and a work key 
Kw 1406. 

[0145] The provider ID 1401 is an ID for uniquely identifying a 
5 broadcast station 101 in the content distribution system 1, and the 
ID specified by the provider ID 903 of the EMM 900. 
[0146] The tier contract ID 1402 is an ID of a service for which a 
user made a monthly contract with the broadcast station 101 to view 
a content, and the ID specified by the tier contract ID 908 of the 
10 EMM 900. 

[0147] The PPV contract ID 1403 is an ID of a service for which the 
user made a contract with the broadcast station 101 for a PVV 
content, and the ID specified by the PPV contract ID 909 of the EMM 
900. 

15 [0148] The validity period 1404 indicates a viewing period defined 
by the viewing contract with the broadcast station 101, and the 
validity period specified by the validity period 904 of the EMM 900. 
[0149] The work key ID 1405 is an ID for uniquely identifying the 
work key Kw 203 distributed from the broadcast station 101 in the 

20 content distribution system, and the ID specified by the work key ID 
905 of the EMM 900. However, it should be noted that, with the pair 
of the provider ID 1401 and the work key ID 1405, the identification 
of the work key 203 becomes unique in the content distribution 
system 1. 

25 [0150] The work key Kw 1406 is a work key Kw 203 distributed from 
the broadcast station 101, and is a bit string of 16 bytes specified by 
the work key Kw 906 of the EMM 900. 

[0151] For example, in FIG. 14, the contract details agreed with a 
provider whose provider ID 1401 is "SERVICE-ID-1" indicate the 
30 following: the tier contract ID 1402 is "TIERCONT-ID-1"; the PPV 
contract ID 1403 is "PPVCONT-ID-1"; the validity period 1404 is 
-2004/4/1-2005/3/31"; the work key ID 1405 is "KW-ID-1"; and 
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the work key Kw 1406 is "0x111. ..111". The details of the contract 
with the provider of "SERVICE-ID-1" indicate that both the tier 
content (a content whose service type 1104 of the ECM 1100 for Kc 
transmission is "TIERCONT") and the PPV content (a content whose 
5 service type 1103 of the ECM 1100 for Kc transmission is 
"PPVCONT") can be viewed. Also, the provider whose provider ID 
1401 is "SERVICE-ID-10" has the tier contract ID 1402 of " - (no 
contract has been made)" and the PPV contract ID 1403 of 
"PPVCONT-ID-1". Therefore, the details of the contract with the 
10 provider of "SERVICE-ID-1" indicate that the tier content cannot be 
viewed while the PPV content can be viewed by performing another 
purchase. 

[0152] Note that, while the example that the latest pair is held as 
the pair of the work key ID 1405 and the work key 1406 is explained 

15 in the above, in the provider unique information table 1400, it is 
desired to hold at least two pairs of work keys so as to perform 
smooth transition of switching an operation of the work key. 
[0153] The transformation log DB 1211 is a database for storing 
transformation historical log of a license. Specifically, the 

20 transformation log DB 1211 holds a transformation log (hereafter 
referred to as TL) indicating that a transformation of a license 
(hereafter referred to as license transformation) has been 
performed, in order to prevent the license for stored viewing from 
being unlimitedly transformed from the information included in the 

25 ECM 1100 for Kc transmission. 

[0154] Here, an example of a data structure of a TL stored in the 
transformation log DB 1211 is explained with reference to FIG. 15. 
[0155] A TL 1500 is made up of a pair of a license ID 1501 for 
identifying a license that has been transformed and a license 

30 transformation validity period 1502 indicating a period of time 
during which the license transformation can be performed, and 
manages a plurality of such pairs as a list. Each record of the TL 
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1500 is kept at least until the end of the license transformation 
validity period 1502. Therefore, further license transformation of 
the license which has been transformed once can be restrained. 
Consequently, only one license can be obtained from one ECM 1100 
5 for Kc transmission so that a provider's right can be securely 
protected. 

[0156] The license DB 1212 is a data base for securely managing the 
license obtained from the broadcast station 101. Specifically, while 
the license DB 1212 stores and manages the license obtained from 
10 the broadcast station 101, it manages a hash value of the license in 
the license DB 1212 in order to prevent unauthorized operation such 
as tamper of the license, in the case of storing the license into the 
outside of the IC card 103 such as a storing unit 1203 of the terminal 
apparatus 102. 

15 [0157] A second card I/F unit 1213 is a functional block that is same 
as the first card I/F unit 1207 in the terminal apparatus 102. 
Therefore, the same explanation is omitted in here. 
[0158] An ECM/EMM decrypting unit 1214 is a unit for decrypting the 
encrypted ECM and encrypted EMM 900 that are received from the 

20 terminal apparatus 102. Specifically, the ECM/EMM decrypting unit 
1214 receives the encrypted ECM-Kw 1000, encrypted ECM-Kc 1020, 
and encrypted EMM 900 from the second card I/F unit 1213, reads 
out respectively, from the card management information DB 1210, a 
corresponding work key Kw 203 (1406) and a corresponding master 

25 key Km 207 (1302). Also, it receives a content key Kc 205 from the 
license stored in the license DB 1212, and decrypts the encrypted 
ECM-Kw 1000, encrypted ECM-Kc 1020, ECM 1100 for Kc 
transmission, and encrypted EMM 900. 

[0159] An ECM/EMM processing unit 1215 is a unit for extracting 
30 necessary information from the ECM and EMM that are plain texts 
and for processing them. Specifically, the ECM/EMM processing 
unit 1215 interprets the ECM-Kw 1000, ECM-Kc 1020, ECM 1100 for 
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Kc transmission, and EMM 900 that are received from the ECM/EMM 
decrypting unit 1214, and extracts and records information 
necessary for establishing the card management information DB 
1210, or extracts a scramble key Ks 201 necessary for the terminal 
5 apparatus 102 to reproduce a content, from the ECM-Kw 1000 and 
ECM-Kc 1020, and sends back to the terminal apparatus 102 as a 
response. 

[0160] A license transformation processing unit 1216 is a unit which 
transforms information (or license itself) included in the ECM and 

10 the like received from the broadcast station 101 into a license for 
controlling the use of the stored content, and manages the number 
of the transformed licenses. In details, the license transformation 
processing unit 1216 transforms the information included in the ECM 
1100 for the Kc transmission obtained from the broadcast station 

15 101 into a format of a license for stored viewing shown in FIG. 16, 
generates and manages a TL 1500 that is a transformation historical 
log for managing a license ID and a validity period of the 
transformed license. 

[0161] Here, an example of a structure of a license to be 
20 transformed by the license transformation processing unit 1216 is 
explained with reference to FIG. 16. 

[0162] A license 1600 is information which allows a use of a content, 
and includes a license identifier 1601, a license ID 1602, a validity 
period 1603, a reproduction count 1604, a writing count 1605, a 
25 content key Kc 1606, and a tamper detection 1607 for detecting a 
tamper of the license 1600. 

[0163] The license identifier 1601 is an identifier for identifying a 
license that can be used in the content distribution system 1. For 
example, it is an identifier such as "SV-DRM LICENSE" and the 
30 identifier which is previously stored in the license transformation 
processing unit 1216. 

[0164] The license ID 1602 is an identifier for uniquely identifying a 
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license in the content distribution system 1. The value of the 
license validity period 1108 of the ECM 1100 for Kc transmission is 
assigned to the license ID 1602. 

[0165] The validity period 1603 shows a period of time during which 
5 the license 1600 can be used, and has a use starting date and use 
ending date. The value of the license validity period 1108 of the 
ECM 1100 for Kc transmission is assigned to the validity period 
1603. 

[0166] The reproduction count 1604 indicates the number of times 
10 that the content can be reproduced. When the reproduction count 
is more than 0, a reproduction can be performed. The value of the 
use permission count 1110 of the ECM 1100 for Kc transmission is 
assigned to the reproduction count 1604. 

[0167] The writing count 1605 indicates the number of times that 
15 the content is duplicated to a recording medium such as a Digital 
Versatile Disc (DVD) and a Blu-Ray Disc (BD). The value of the 
writing permission count 1111 of the ECM 1100 for Kc transmission 
is assigned to the writing count 1605. 

[0168] A content key Kc 1606 is a content key Kc 205 for decrypting 
20 the ECM-Kc 1020. The content key Kc 205 is set as a binary value 
and is used for decrypting the ECM-Kc 1020. The value of the 
content key Kc 1109 of the ECM 1100 for Kc transmission is assigned 
to the content key Kc 1606. 

[0169] The tamper detection 1607 is performed for detecting a 
25 tamper and securing the validity of a region in the case where the 
license 1600 is stored in the non-secure region such as a hard disk. 
In the tamper detection, a hash value of a portion (typically, the 
license identifier 1601 to the content key Kc 1606) where a tamper 
of the license 1600 needs to be prevented is calculated, and the 
30 calculation result is managed. This hash value is managed in the IC 
card 103 whose hardware is anti-tampered. As a hash algorithm, 
for example, there are a Secure Hash Algorithm 1 (SHA-1), a 
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SHA-256 and the like. Also, in the case where the license 1600 is 
stored in a non-secure region such as a hard disk, at least a portion 
of the content key Kc 1606 is encrypted and stored. 
[0170] In the above, the structure of the license 1600 in the content 
5 distribution system 1 is explained with reference to FIG. 16. 

[0171] The license processing unit 1217 securely judges whether or 
not the content can be used based on the license. 
[0172] Specifically, the license processing unit 1217 judges whether 
or not the content can be used based on the use condition included 

10 in the license obtained from the broadcast station 101, in the case 
where the license processing unit 1217 receives a use request of the 
license from a user. It then performs processing of providing the 
content key Kc 205 for decrypting the ECM-Kc 1020 to the ECM/EMM 
decrypting unit 1214 only when the use condition permits use of the 

15 content. 

[0173] For example, the license processing unit 1217 judges 
whether or not the content can be used by referring to the validity 
period 1603 set in the license 1600. By referring to the current 
time provided by a secure timing unit that is included in the terminal 
20 apparatus 102 and not shown in FIG. 12, the license processing unit 
1217 judges that the content can be reproduced when the current 
time is within the validity period 1603. 

[0174] In the above, the detailed structures of the terminal 
apparatus 102 and the IC card 103 are explained with reference to 

25 FIG. 12 to FIG. 16. 

[0175] Here, there is provided an explanation of the following 
operation with reference to flowcharts shown in FIG. 17 to FIG. 22. 
In the terminal apparatus 102 and the IC card 103 configured as 
described above, a user makes a viewing contract with the broadcast 

30 station 101, obtains a content and a license from a distributing 
device of the broadcast station 101, stores them into the terminal 
apparatus 102, and uses the content in the terminal apparatus 102. 
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[0176] Note that, in the flowcharts shown in FIG. 17 to FIG. 22, it is 
necessary to purchase a content when the user uses a PPV content. 
However, this process is not the main focus of the present invention 
so that the explanation about the process is omitted herein. 
5 [0177] First, an operation by a user to make a viewing contract with 
the broadcast station 101 in the terminal apparatus 102 is explained 
with reference to FIG. 17. 

[0178] First, in the terminal apparatus 102, the user makes a 
viewing contract with the broadcast station 101 by a GUI provided 

10 by the user I/F unit 1208 (step S1701). 

[0179] Specifically, when the user selects a desired contract from 
the tier contract provided by the broadcast station 101 or a viewing 
contract of the PPV contract, by the GUI provided by the user I/F unit 
1208, the user I/F unit 1208 transmits an ID for identifying a 

is corresponding contract (hereafter referred to as a contract ID) to a 
transmitting/receiving unit 1201 together with the card ID 1301 of 
the IC card 103. The transmitting/receiving unit 1201 establishes a 
SAC with the broadcast station 101 using a Secure Sockets layer 
(SSL), and transmits the received contract ID and card ID 1301 to 

20 the broadcast station 101. Note that, it is assumed that the user 
I/F unit 1208 has already obtained the contract ID from a Web 
browser and the like. In addition, it is also assumed that the card 
ID 1301 has already been obtained in the case of inserting the IC 
card 103. 

25 [0180] The broadcast station 101 receives an application for a 
viewing contract from the terminal apparatus 102 (step S1702). 
[0181] Specifically, the communication unit 306 of the broadcast 
station 101 receives a contract ID and the like from the terminal 
apparatus 102 and passes the contract ID to the contract processing 

30 unit 307. 

[0182] The broadcast station 101 performs contract processing 
based on the contract ID received from the terminal apparatus 102, 
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and registers information relating to the contract of the user in a 
database (step S1703). 

[0183] Specifically, the contract processing unit 307 performs 
charging using a credit card number and a bank account number if 
5 necessary, and registers viewing contract information of the user in 
the contract information management DB 301. Herein, the 
contract processing unit 307 generates a stored encryption key Km' 
305 unique to the IC card 103, and registers it in the contract 
information management DB 301 together with the master key Km 
10 306 unique to the IC card 103. 

[0184] Note that, it is assumed that the master key Km 306 unique 
to each IC card 103 has been obtained previously from a key 
management center and the like. 

[0185] The EMM generating unit 308 of the broadcast station 101 
15 generates an EMM 900 for the user who made a viewing contract 
(step S1704). 

[0186] Specifically, the EMM generating unit 308 extracts, from the 
contract information management table 400 of the contract 
information management DB 301, the tier contract ID 402 to the 

20 stored encryption key Km' 405 of the card ID 401 which should 
transmit the EMM 900, based on an EMM transmission instruction 
such as whenever necessary or once in a day from an upper system 
such as a client management system, and generates an EMM 900 for 
the corresponding card ID 401. The EMM generating unit 308 

25 transmits the generated EMM 900 to the EMM encrypting unit 309. 
[0187] The EMM encrypting unit 309 of the broadcast station 101 
encrypts the EMM 900 with the master key corresponding to the 
generated EMM 900 (step S1705). 

[0188] Specifically, the EMM encrypting unit 309 reads out a master 
30 key Km 406 of the IC card 103 which has a matching card ID to the 
card ID 401 from the contract information management table 400 of 
the contract information management DB 301, by referring to the 
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card ID 902 of the EMM 900 received from the EMM generating unit 
308. The necessary portion of the EMM 900 is encrypted with the 
AES using this master key Km 406. The EMM encrypting unit 309 
transmits the encrypted EMM 900 to a multiplexing unit 313. 
5 [0189] The broadcast station 101 multiplexes the encrypted EMM 
900 with the content and the like, and transmits to the terminal 
apparatus 102 (step S1706). 

[0190] Specifically, the multiplexing unit 313 performs 
TS-packetization of the EMM 900 received from the EMM encrypting 
10 unit 309, and the content and the like received from the content 
coding unit 312 and the like, and multiplexing them into a transport 
stream. 

[0191] The terminal apparatus 102 receives an EMM 900 addressed 
to itself (step S1707). 

15 In details, the transmitting/receiving unit 1201 and 

separating unit 1202 of the terminal apparatus 102 perform filtering 
of the received EMM 900 using the card ID obtained previously from 
the IC card 103, and extract the EMM 900 addressed to itself. 
[0192] A first card I/F unit 1207 of the terminal apparatus 102 

20 transmits the received EMM 900 to the IC card 103 (step S1708). 
[0193] A second card I/F unit 1213 of the IC card 103 receives the 
EMM 900 from the first card I/F unit of the terminal apparatus 102 
(step S1709). 

[0194] The IC card 103 manages, within the IC card 103, 
25 information included in the EMM 900 (step S1710). 

[0195] Specifically, the second card I/F unit 1213 transmits the EMM 
900 received to the ECM/EMM decrypting unit 1214. The ECM/EMM 
decrypting unit 1214, after confirming that the card ID 902 of the 
EMM 900 matches a card ID held by the IC card 103 of itself, reads 
30 out a master key Km 1302 from a common information table 1300 of 
the card management information DB 1210, and decrypts the card 
ID 902 of the EMM 900. After the decryption, it confirms that the 
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encrypted EMM 900 is correctly decrypted using the tamper 
detection 910 of the EMM 900. When a tamper is found, the 
process of the EMM 900 is interrupted. The ECM/EMM decrypting 
unit 1214 passes the decrypted EMM 900 to an ECM/EMM processing 
5 unit 1215. The ECM/EMM processing unit 1215 interprets the EMM 
900 received, and stores necessary information into the card 
management information DB 1210, so that the common information 
table 1300 and the provider unique information table 1400 shown in 
FIG. 13 and FIG. 14 are constructed. 
10 [0196] Note that, while an example where the terminal apparatus 
102 applies a viewing contract to the broadcast station 101 via the 
communication network 105, it may apply the viewing contract by 
off-line means such as making a telephone call and sending a 
postcard. 

15 [0197] Next, it is explained about an operation of a transmission 
device in the broadcast station 101 to transmit a content with 
reference to the flowchart shown in FIG. 18. 

[0198] First, the ECM generating unit 310 generates an ECM 1100 
for Kc transmission prior to start transmitting the content, when a 

20 content transmitting instruction is received (step S1801). 

[0199] Specifically, the ECM generating unit 310 reads out a license 
ID 602, a use condition 603 and a content key Kc 703 by referring to 
the content attribute information DB 303 and the content key DB 
304, in order to generate the ECM 1100 for Kc transmission having 

25 an encryption key for each content using the content transmitting 
instruction from an upper system such as program operation 
management device, that is the ECM generation instruction as a 
trigger. 

[0200] The ECM encrypting unit 311 encrypts the ECM 1100 for Kc 
30 transmission using the work key Kw 203 (step S1802). 

[0201] Specifically, the ECM encrypting unit 311 specifies a work 
key Kw 203 that is currently used, with reference to a work key use 
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starting date 503 in the work key management table 500 of the work 
key DB 302. It reads out the specified work key ID 501 and the 
work key Kw 502, and encrypts, using the AES in the CBC+OFB 
mode, a necessary portion of the ECM 1100 for Kc transmission 
5 received from the ECM generating unit 310. At the same time, the 
work key ID 501 is set for the work key ID 1104 of the ECM 1100 for 
Kc transmission. The ECM encrypting unit 311 transmits the 
encrypted ECM 1100 for Kc transmission to the multiplexing unit 
313. 

io [0202] The content coding unit 312 starts reading and transmitting 
the content, and monitors whether or not the content has been 
completely transmitted while the content is being transmitted (step 
S1803). 

[0203] Specifically, in step S1801, the content coding unit 312 
15 receives an instruction that is same as the content transmitting 
instruction received by the ECM generating unit 310 from the upper 
system, reads out the content from the content management table 
800 of the content DB 305, and generates a TS of the content by 
MPEG-encoding. The content coding unit 312 then reads out the 
20 content from the content DB 305 and monitors whether or not the 
content has been completely transmitted to the multiplexing unit 
313, while transmitting the generated TS to the multiplexing unit 
313. 

[0204] In step S1803, in the case of NO, where the content has not 
25 been completely transmitted, the process of step S1804 is executed. 
[0205] In step S1803, in the case of YES, where the content has 
been completely transmitted, this content transmission processing 
is terminated. 

[0206] The ECM generating unit 310 generates a scramble key Ks 
30 201 for scrambling the content following the start of content 
transmission (step S1804). 

[0207] Specifically, the ECM generating unit 310 sequentially 
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generates the scramble key Ks 201 that is updated every few 
seconds and transmits the generated scramble key Ks 201 to the 
content encrypting unit 314. 

[0208] The ECM generating unit 310 generates an ECM from the 
5 content attribute information (step S1805). 

[0209] Specifically, the ECM generating unit 310 reads out the 
contract information 604 and the like from the content attribute 
information management table 600 of the content attribute 
information DB 303 following the transmission of the content, and 
10 generates an ECM-Kw 1000 and an ECM-Kc 1020, The ECM 
generating unit 310 transmits the generated ECM-Kw 1000 and the 
ECM-Kc 1020 to the ECM encrypting unit 311. 

[0210] The ECM encrypting unit 311 encrypts the ECM-Kw with the 
work key Kw 203 (step S1806). 

is [0211] Specifically, the ECM encrypting unit 311, in a method 
similar to the encryption of the ECM 1100 for Kc transmission using 
the work key Kw 203, specifies a currently used work key Kw 203 
that is currently used, with reference to the work key use starting 
date 503 of the work key management table 500 of the work key DB 

20 302, and encrypts, by the AES, the ECM-Kw 1000 using the work key 
Kw 502. The ECM encrypting unit 311 transmits the encrypted 
ECM-Kw 1000 to the multiplexing unit 313. 

[0212] The ECM encrypting unit 311 encrypts the ECM-Kc using the 
content key Kc 205 (step S1806). 

25 [0213] Specifically, the ECM encrypting unit 311 reads out a content 
key Kc 703 of a record matching the content ID 701 and license 702 
of the content to be transmitted, with reference to the content key 
management table 700 of the content key DB 304. Here, it is 
assumed that the content ID and license ID of the content to be 

30 transmitted have been obtained already in the case where the 
content transmitting instruction is made from the upper system. 
The ECM encrypting unit 311 encrypts the necessary portion of the 
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ECM 1100 for Kc transmission received from the ECM generating unit 
310 using the AES in the CBC+OFB mode, with the read content key 
Kc 703. The ECM encrypting unit 311 transmits the encrypted 
ECM-Kc 1020 to the multiplexing unit 313. 
5 [0214] The content encrypting unit 314 scrambles the TS into which 
the content and the ECM are multiplexed (step S1808). 
[0215] Specifically, the content encrypting unit 314 selects TS 
packets of the content such as video, audio and data, from the TS 
into which the TS of the content, the TS of the ECM-Kw 1000, 
io ECM-Kc 1020 and ECM 1100 for Kc transmission are multiplexed, 
and scrambles a payload portion of the TS packets in the CBC+OFB 
mode of the AES. 

[0216] The content transmitting unit 315 transmits the encrypted 
TS (step S1809). 

15 Specifically, the content transmitting unit 315 transmits the 

TS scrambled in the content encrypting unit 314 to the terminal 
apparatus 102 as broadcast waves. 

[0217] Note that, while an example of transmitting the scramble key 
Ks 201, that is, the ECM-Kw 1000 and ECM-Kc 1020 together with 

20 the start of transmitting the content is explained, it is desired to 
multiplex and transmit the ECM-Kw 1000 and ECM-Kc 1020 prior to 
the start of the content transmission so that the content can be 
reliably descrambled from the head of the content. 
[0218] Thus, the transmission processing of the content by the 

25 broadcast station 101 was described in detail in the above with 
reference to FIG. 18. 

[0219] Next, the operation of the terminal apparatus 102 to receive 
the content through the digital broadcast 104 and to store the 
content into the storing unit 1203 is described using flowcharts and 
30 the like shown in FIG. 19 to FIG. 21. 

[0220] FIG. 19 is a flowchart showing a content reception and a 
license transformation respectively by the terminal apparatus 102 
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and the IC card 103. Note that a license transformation permission 
judgment processing in this processing in the IC card 103 is 
explained separately using the flowchart shown in FIG. 21. 
[0221] The storage managing unit 1204 in the terminal apparatus 
5 102 monitors a storage state of the content stored in the storing unit 
1203, and checks whether or not the content storage has been 
finished (step S1901). 

[0222] Specifically, the storage management unit 1204 tunes a 
server-type broadcast Type I content designated by a user, and 

10 sequentially stores the tuned content into the storing unit 1203 as a 
partial TS. During the storing, the storage management unit 1204 
monitors whether or not the content has been stored already by 
referring to the Program Specific Information/ Service Information 
(PSI/SI) and the like. 

15 [0223] In step S1901, in the case of NO where the content has not 
been completely stored, step S1902 is executed. 
[0224] In step S1901, in the case of YES where the content has been 
completely stored, this content storing process is terminated. 
[0225] The separating unit 1202 judges whether or not an ECM 1100 

20 for Kc transmission has been obtained (step S1902). 

[0226] Specifically, the separating unit 1202, with reference to a PAT, 
PMT and the like of the TS received, reconfigures the ECM 1100 for 
Kc transmission from the TS packets to which a PID of the ECM for Kc 
transmission is attached. For one content storing, it monitors 

25 whether or not an ECM 1100 for Kc transmission that needs to be 
obtained at least once has been obtained. 

[0227] In step S1902, in the case of YES where the ECM 1100 for Kc 
transmission has not been obtained, step S1903 is executed. 
[0228] In step S1902, in the case of YES where the ECM 1100 for Kc 
30 transmission has already been obtained, step S1912 is executed. 
[0229] The separating unit 1202 separates the ECM for Kc 
transmission and sends it to the IC card 103 (step S1903). 
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[0230] Specifically, the separating unit 1202 obtains the ECM 1100 
for Kc transmission reconfigured in the process of step S1902, and 
transmits the obtained ECM 1100 for Kc transmission to the IC card 
103 via a first card I/F unit 1207. 
5 [0231] The IC card 103 judges whether or not the received ECM 
1100 for Kc transmission can be transformed (step S1904). 
[0232] Specifically, a second card I/F unit 1213 of the IC card 103 
receives the encrypted ECM 1100 for Kc transmission transmitted by 
the first card I/F unit 1207 of the terminal apparatus 102. After 

10 decrypting the encryption, a license transformation processing unit 
1216 executes judging whether or not the license transformation 
processing can be performed using the transformation log DB 1211 
stored in the IC card 103. Note that, the detail about a main license 
transformation permission judging is described later with reference 

15 to FIG. 21 so that the detailed explanation is not provided in here. 
[0233] The license transformation processing unit 1216 of the IC 
card 103 checks whether or not a license transformation is 
permitted as the result of the license transformation permission 
judgment processing (step S1905). 

20 [0234] In step S1905, in the case of YES where the license 
transformation is permitted, step S1906 is executed. 
[0235] In step S1905, in the case of NO where the license 
transformation is not permitted, step S1910 is executed. 
[0236] The license transformation processing unit 1216 transforms 

25 a license of the ECM 1100 for Kc transmission and generates a 
license 1600 for a stored viewing (step S1906). 
[0237] Specifically, the license transformation processing unit 1216 
obtains a license ID 1107 and license validity period 1108 included 
in the ECM 1100 for Kc transmission, and generates a license 1600 

30 as shown in FIG. 16. 

[0238] The license transformation processing unit 1216 judges 
whether or not the transformed license is a tier content or a PPV 
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content (step S1907). 

[0239] Specifically, the license transformation processing unit 1216, 
with reference to a service type 1103 of the ECM 1100 for Kc 
transmission, judges whether or not the service type 1103 is a 
5 "TEIRCONT" that is a tier content or a "PPVCONT" that is a PPV 
content. 

[0240] In step S1907, in the case of YES, in the case of the tier 
content, the license transformation processing unit 1216 executes 
step S1908. 

io [0241] In step S1907, in the case of NO, in the case of the PPV 
content, step S1909 is executed without executing step S1908 
because there is no need of recording the license transformation log. 
However, since the license 1600 of the PPV content is a license which 
can be used after the purchase, it is necessary to perform, soon 

15 after the license is transformed, a process of holding a flag 
indicating that the license has not been purchased together with the 
license 1600 and of deleting the flag after the purchase. 
[0242] The license transformation processing unit 1216 records the 
transformation log of the current license (step S1908). 

20 [0243] Specifically, the license transformation processing unit 1216 
adds the license ID 1107 of the ECM 1100 for Kc transmission and 
the license transformation validity period 1106 to the license ID 
1501 and license transformation validity period 1502 of the TL 1500 
stored in the transformation log DB 1211. 

25 [0244] The license processing unit 1217 stores the transformed 
license into the license DB 1212 (step S1900). 

[0245] The second card I/F unit 1213 transmits, to the terminal 
apparatus 102, a response to a license transformation request by 
the ECM 1100 for Kc transmission (step S1910). 
30 [0246] Specifically, the second card I/F unit 1213 generates a 
response message and transmits it to the terminal apparatus 102. 
The response message indicates that a license transformation of the 
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content is permitted and the license transformation has been 
completed, or that the license transformation of the content has 
been failed. 

[0247] Note that, in step S1905, as in the case of NO where the 
5 license transformation of the content has not been permitted, the 
message as shown in FIG. 20 is presented to the user. 
[0248] FIG. 20 is a diagram showing an example of a warning 
message presented to the user by the user I/F unit 1208. A 
message 2002 displayed to the monitor 2001 shows that the user 
10 has already transformed and obtained a license corresponding to a 
license ID of the content "Monday Sports" in the IC card 103, so that 
the user cannot obtain the license any more. 

[0249] The first card I/F unit 1207 receives a response from the IC 
card 103 (step S1911). 
15 [0250] Specifically, the first card I/F unit 1207 receives, from the 
second card I/F unit 1213 of the IC card 103, a response that is a 
license transformation result to the transmission of the ECM 1100 
for Kc transmission. 

[0251] The storage managing unit 1204 of the terminal apparatus 
20 102 performs processing of storing the content into the storing unit 
1203 (step S1912). 

[0252] Specifically, the storage managing unit 1204 stores the SIT 
and DIT generated from the PMT and the like, while storing the TS 
packets such as a content, ECM-Kc 1020 and ECM 1100 for Kc 

25 transmission sequentially into the storing unit 1203. Note that, 
even in the case where the license transformation processing in the 
IC card 103 is failed for some reasons, the storing process of storing 
the content, ECM-Kc 1020, and the ECM 1100 for Kc transmission 
are continued so that the license transformation can be tried again 

30 later. 

[0253] In the above, the content storing process by the terminal 
apparatus 102 was described with reference to FIG. 19. 
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[0254] Next, a license transformation permission judging 
processing by the IC card 103 is described in detail with reference to 
FIG. 21. 

[0255] First, the ECM/EMM decrypting unit 1214 of the IC card 
5 judges whether or not there is a work key Kw 203 for decrypting the 
ECM 1100 for Kc transmission, with reference to the card 
management information DB 1210 (step S2101). 
[0256] Specifically, the ECM/EMM decrypting unit 1214, with 
reference to a provider unique information table 1400 of the card 

10 management information DB 1210, searches for a record of a 
provider ID whose provider ID 1401 matches a provider ID 1102 of 
the ECM 1100 for Kc transmission, and reads out a work key Kw 
1406. Herein, in the case where the current date obtained together 
with the ECM 1100 for Kc transmission from the terminal apparatus 

15 102 has passed the validity period 1404 or where the work key ID 
1104 of the ECM 1100 for Kc transmission does not match the work 
key ID 1405 of the provider unique information table 1400, the 
ECM/EMM decrypting unit 1214 performs processing assuming that 
the work key Kw 203 does not exist. 

20 [0257] In step S2101, in the case of YES where there is a work key 
Kw 1406, step S2102 is executed. 

[0258] In step S2101, in the case of NO where there is no work key 
Kw 1406, step S2111 is executed. 

[0259] The ECM/EMM decrypting unit 1214 decrypts the ECM 1100 
25 for Kc transmission using the work key Kw 1406 (step S2102). 

[0260] Specifically, the ECM/EMM decrypting unit 1214 decrypts the 
encryption portion of the ECM 1100 for Kc transmission by the AES, 
and checks whether or not the ECM 1100 for Kc transmission is 
tampered from the tamper detection 1110 of the ECM 1100 for Kc 
30 transmission. If it is detected that the ECM 1100 for Kc 
transmission is tampered, step S2111 is executed and this 
processing is terminated because the license transformation cannot 
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be permitted (not shown in FIG. 21). 

[0261] The ECM/EMM processing unit 1215 judges whether or not 
the IC card 103 has a contract for viewing the content (step S2103). 
[0262] Specifically, the ECM/EMM processing unit 1215 compares 
5 the contract judgment information 1105 of the ECM 1100 for Kc 
transmission and a tier contract ID 1402 or a PPV contract ID 1403 
in the provider unique information table 1400 of the card 
management information DB 1210, and judges which one of the 
mentioned IDs match. 
10 [0263] In step S2103, in the case of YES where any of the IDs match, 
step S2104 is executed. 

[0264] In step S2103, in the case of NO where none of the IDs match, 
step S2111 is executed. 

[0265] The license transformation processing unit 1216 judges 
15 whether or not the ECM 1100 for Kc transmission is within a validity 
period for license transformation (step S2104). 

[0266] Specifically, the license transformation processing unit 1216, 
with reference to the license transformation validity period 1106 of 
the ECM 1100 for Kc transmission, compares with the current date 
20 obtained from the terminal apparatus 102 together with the ECM 
1100 for Kc transmission, and judges whether or not the ECM 1100 
for Kc transmission is within the license transformation validity 
period. 

[0267] In step S2104, in the case of YES where the license 
25 transformation validity period 1106 is after the current date, the 
license transformation processing unit 1216 judges that the current 
date is within the license transformation period, and step S2105 is 
executed. 

[0268] In step S2104, in the case of NO where the license validity 
30 period 1106 is prior to the current date, the license transformation 
processing unit 1216 judges that the current date is out of the 
license transformation period, and step S2111 is executed. 
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[0269] The license transformation processing unit 1216 searches a 
transformation log of the license ID with reference to transformation 
log DB 1211 (step S2105). 

[0270] Specifically, the license transformation processing unit 1216 
5 searches for a record of the license ID 1501 which matches the 
license ID 1107 of the ECM 1100 for Kc transmission, with reference 
to the TL 1500 of the transformation log DB 1211. 
[0271] The license transformation processing unit 1216 judges 
whether or not there is a transformation log of the current license ID 

10 (step S2106). 

[0272] Specifically, the license transformation processing unit 1216 
checks whether or not there is a record in which the license ID 1107 
of the ECM 1100 for Kc transmission matches the license ID 1501 of 
the TL 1500, with reference to the search result from step S2105. 

15 [0273] In step S2106, in the case of NO where there is no 
transformation log of the current license ID, step S2107 is executed. 
[0274] In step S2106, in the case of YES where there is a 
transformation log of the license ID, step S2111 is executed. 
[0275] The license transformation processing unit 1216 searches 

20 whether or not there is, in the TL 1500, an available record or a 
record in which a validity period has passed (step S2107). 
[0276] Specifically, the license transformation processing unit 1216 
searches for an available record with reference to TL 1500 in order 
to find a record into which an license ID for another license 

25 transformation is additionally described. In the case where there is 
no available record, the current time obtained together with the ECM 
1100 for Kc transmission from the terminal apparatus 102 is 
compared with the license transformation validity period 1502 of the 
TL 1500, and a record having a license transformation validity period 

30 1502 after the current time is searched. 

[0277] The license transformation processing unit 1216 judges 
whether or not there is, in the transformation log DB 1211, an 
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available record or a record which has passed the license validity 
period 1502 (step S2108). 

[0278] Specifically, the license transformation processing unit 1216 
judges whether or not there is, in the TL 1500, an available record or 
5 a record which has passed the license transformation validity period 
1502, with reference to the search result from step S2107. 
[0279] In step S2108, in the case of YES where there is an available 
record or a record which has passed the license transformation 
validity period 1502, step S2109 is executed. 
10 [0280] In step S2108, in the case of NO where there is no available 
record nor the record which has passed the license transformation 
validity period 1502, step S2111 is executed because the license 
transformation cannot be executed any more. 

[0281] The license transformation processing unit 1216 deletes the 
15 record which has passed the license transformation validity period 
1502 in the case where there is no available record, based on the 
result judged in step S2108, so that a new license ID 1501 can be 
added (step S2109). 

[0282] The license transformation processing unit 1216 judges that 
20 the transformation of the license of the ECM 1100 for Kc 
transmission can be permitted, and this license transformation 
permission judgment processing is terminated (step S2110). 
[0283] The license transformation processing unit 1216 judges that 
the transformation of the license of the ECM 1100 for Kc 
25 transmission cannot be performed, and this license transformation 
permission judging processing is terminated (step S2111). 
[0284] In the above, the details about the processes of the terminal 
apparatus 102 and the IC card 103 at the time of content storing 
were explained with reference to FIG. 19 to FIG. 21. 
30 [0285] Lastly, it is explained about an operation by the terminal 
apparatus 102 to store and view the content in the storing unit 1203 
with reference to a flowchart shown in FIG. 22. 
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[0286] First a license ID of the stored content that a user wishes to 
watch is designated, and the terminal apparatus 102 requests the IC 
card 103 of a content key (step S2201). 

[0287] Specifically, the user I/F unit 1208 of the terminal apparatus 
5 102 obtains, using metadata and the like, a license ID of a content 
that a user wants to reproduce, and transmits to the first card I/F 
unit 1207 in order to transmit the license ID to the IC card 103. The 
first card I/F unit 1207 transmits the received license ID to the IC 
card 103. 

10 [0288] The IC card 103 searches for a license having the license ID 
from the license DB 1212 (step S2202). 

[0289] Specifically, the second card I/F unit 1213 of the IC card 103 
transmits the received license ID to the license processing unit 1217, 
and the license processing unit 1217 searches in the license DB 1212 
15 using the license ID as a key. 

[0290] The license processing unit 1217 judges whether or not there 
is an effective license matching with the requested license ID (step 
S2203). 

[0291] In step S2203, in the case of YES where there is an effective 
20 license, step S2204 is executed. 

[0292] In step S2203, in the case of NO where there is no effective 
license, step S2205 is executed because a reproduction cannot be 
performed. 

[0293] The license processing unit 1217 obtains a content key and a 
25 use condition from the obtained license (step S2204). 

[0294] Specifically, the license processing unit 1217 obtains, from 
the obtained license 1600, a content key Kc 1606, a validity period 
1603, a reproduction count 1604, and a writing count 1605. First, 
with respect to the use condition of the content with the validity 
30 period 1603 to the writing count 1605, the license processing unit 
1217 judges whether or not the license is valid comparing the 
validity period 1603 with the current time. Similarly, with respect 
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to the reproduction count 1604 and the writing count 1605, the 
license processing unit 1217 judges whether or not the reproduction 
count 1604 is more than 0 with reference to the reproduction count 
1604 since a user requests a reproduction of the content in here. 
5 In this use condition judgment, in the case where it is judged that 
the content can be used, the license processing unit 1217 transmits 
the content key Kc 1606 to the ECM/EMM decrypting unit 1214 in 
order to decrypt the encrypted ECM-Kc 1020 received from the 
terminal apparatus 102 by synchronizing with the content 
10 reproduction. The content key Kc 1606 is held in the ECM/EMM 
decrypting unit 1214 while the content is being reproduced. 
[0295] The second card I/F unit 1213 transmits a response to the 
license processing result to the terminal apparatus 102 (step 
S2205). 

15 [0296] Specifically, the second card I/F unit 1213 obtains results of 
a search for the current license by the license processing unit 1217 
and of a use permission judgment of a license, and transmits the 
results as a response to the first card I/F unit 1207 of the terminal 
apparatus 102. 

20 [0297] The first card I/F unit 1207 of the terminal apparatus 102 
receives a response from the IC card 103, and transmits the 
response to the content decrypting unit 1205. The content 
decrypting unit 1205 then checks whether or not the content can be 
reproduced (step S2206). 

25 [0298] In step S2206, in the case of YES where the content can be 
reproduced, step S2207 is executed. 

[0299] In step S2206, in the case of NO where the content cannot be 
reproduced, this content use processing is terminated. 
[0300] The storage managing unit 1204 reads out the content from 
30 the storing unit 1203. The content decrypting unit 1205 and the 
content use unit 1206 starts decrypting the encrypted content and 
decoding the content (step S2207). 



-57- 



[0301] The storage managing unit 1204 reads out all TS packets of 
the current content from the storing unit 1203, and judges whether 
or not the content reproduction has been completed (step S2208). 
[0302] In step S2208, in the case of NO where the content has 
5 continued being reproduced, the step S2209 is executed. 

[0303] In step S2208, in the case of YES where the content 
reproduction has completed being reproduced, this content 
reproduction processing is terminated. 

[0304] Specifically, the separating unit 1202 obtains TS packets of a 
10 PID of the ECM-Kc 1020 from the current content, and reconfigures 
the ECM-Kc 1020. The reconfigured ECM-Kc 1020 is passed onto 
the first card I/F unit, and the first card I/F unit 1207 transmits the 
ECM-Kc 1020 to the IC card 103. Note that, since the scramble key 
Ks 201 included in the ECM-Kc 1020 is updated every few seconds, 
15 it is necessary to process the present step in a ratio of once in few 
seconds. 

[0306] The IC card 103 decrypts the ECM-Kc 1020 received by the 
content key Kc 205 (step S2211). 

[0307] Specifically, the second card I/F unit 1213 of the IC card 103 
20 transmits the ECM-Kc 1020 received from the first card I/F unit 1207 
of the terminal apparatus 102 to the ECM/EMM decrypting unit 1214. 
The ECM/EMM decrypting unit 1214 then decrypts the ECM-Kc 1020 
using the held content key Kc 1606. 

[0308] The IC card 103 transmits the scramble key Kc 201 obtained 
25 from the ECM-Kc 1020 to the terminal apparatus 102 (step S2212). 
[0309] Specifically, the ECM/EMM processing unit 1215 of the IC 
card 103 obtains a scramble key Ks 201 from the decrypted ECM-Kc 
1020, and transmits the scramble key Ks 201 to the terminal 
apparatus 102 through the second card I/F unit 1213. Note that, it 
30 may be judged whether or not the scramble key Kc 201 can be 
transmitted to the terminal apparatus 102 with reference to the use 
condition of the content set in the license 1600. 
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[0310] The content decrypting unit 1205 of the terminal apparatus 
102 descrambles the content with the scramble key Ks 201 obtained 
from the IC card 103 and the content using unit 1206 decodes the 
content (step S2210). 
5 [0311] Specifically, the content decrypting unit 1205 sequentially 
receives, from the first card I/F unit 1207, the scramble key Ks 201 
obtained by the IC card 103, and the received scramble key Ks 201 
is assigned to the content decrypting unit 1205. The encrypted TS 
packets read out from the storing unit 103 is descrambled using the 

10 scramble key Ks 201 and transmitted to the content using unit 1206. 
The content using unit 1206 decodes, in an MPEG format, the 
descrambled content received from the content decrypting unit 
1205, and outputs the content to a monitor and the like that are not 
shown in the diagram. 

15 [0312] Note that, based on the use conditions, the content 
decrypting unit 1205 or content using unit 1206 in the terminal 
apparatus 102, or the ECM/EMM decrypting unit 1214 and the like of 
the IC card 103 may perform use control of a content such as a 
validity period, an accumulated use time and the like. In this case, 

20 it is assumed that the license 1600 includes corresponding use 
conditions. 

[0313] In the above, the content use processing in the terminal 
apparatus 102 and the IC card 103 was explained with reference to 
FIG. 22. 

25 [0314] As described above, in the digital right management system 
applied to the content distribution system 1, an ID and validity 
period of the license obtained by the terminal apparatus are 
managed as obtainment log of the license, and the license 
obtainment log is kept at least during the obtainment validity period. 

30 Therefore, both an unlimited license obtainment and an increase of 
the data size to be managed can be prevented so that the rights of 
the provider can be efficiently protected. 



-59- 



[0315] Note that, in the embodiment of the present invention, 
information to be set for the license 1600 is distributed from the 
transmission device of the broadcast station 101 to the terminal 
apparatus 102 and the IC card 103 using an ECM 1100 for Kc 
5 transmission by a server type broadcast method. However, not 
limited to the above, the information can be set to the following and 
the like: an ECM-Kw 1000, ECM-Kc 1020, and EMM 900 by the 
server-type broadcast method; an EMM for Kc distribution; and 
Account Control Information (ACI) used for a Typell by the 

10 server-type broadcast method. In addition to the distribution of 
information to be set to the license 1600, the information can be 
distributed including a license whose format is different from the 
license 1600. Also, it can be considered that the ECM and the EMM 
are the licenses whose formats are different from the format of the 

15 license 1600. 

[0316] Also, in the embodiment of the present invention, the license 
1600 is stored inside the IC card 103. However, considering the 
case where a storage memory of the IC card 103 is not large, at least 
a portion of the license 1600 may be stored in the terminal 

20 apparatus 102. 

[0317] In this case, encryption is necessary for securing the license 
1600 generated by the license transformation. In this encryption, 
the license 1600 may be bound to the terminal apparatus 102, the IC 
card 103 or the group thereof using an encryption key that is 

25 different from the work key Kw 203 used for distribution, such as, 
for example, a master key Km 252 unique to the IC card 103, an 
encryption key (group key) that is previously shared among multiple 
terminal apparatuses 102, or the stored encryption key Km' 1303 
shown in FIG. 13. 

30 [0318] Also, the ECM 1100 for Kc transmission before the license 
transformation and the like may be directly stored in the storing unit 
1203 of the terminal apparatus 102. Herein, they may be stored 
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without encryption transformation, or the ECM for Kc transmission 
may be encryption-transformed as in the case of the license 1600 in 
order to be ready for a regular or irregular update processing of the 
work key Kw 203. Note that, in the case where the encryption 
5 transformation processing of the license is performed in the terminal 
apparatus 102 and the IC card 103, an ECM/EMM re-encrypting unit 
2301 may be added inside the IC card 103 as shown in FIG. 23. 
[0319] Further, while, in the embodiment of the present invention, 
an example of controlling the license transformation using the 

10 license ID 1501 in the TL 1500 that is a license transformation log is 
used, an ID (ECM-ID 2401) for identifying the ECM may be assigned 
to the ECM 2400 for Kc transmission as shown in FIG. 24. In this 
case, in the TL 1500, the license transformation can be controlled 
using the ECM-ID 2401 in place of the license ID 1501. However, 

15 the license transformation control is performed not for each license 
1600 as a unit but for each ECM 1100 for Kc transmission. Or, in the 
TL 1500, the license transformation may be controlled using the 
ECM-ID 2401 together with the license ID 1501. In this case, an 
obtainer that has obtained the license 1600 can be identified even in 

20 the case where the licenses 1600 with the same license ID are 
respectively included in the differing ECM 1100 for Kc transmission 
(i.e. the same license is obtained from differing services), or in the 
case where the licenses 1600 with the same license ID are obtained 
through the communication network 105 and the like. Therefore, 

25 the following problem can be solved that the license transformation 
cannot be performed in the case where it is wished to obtain the 
same licenses from differing services. Further, these IDs are not 
limited to the above unless they are the information which can 
identify a license and an ECM 1100 for Kc transmission. 

30 Accordingly, a hash value of the license, a MAC, a URI and the like 
can be used. 

[0320] Further, a relative date may be used, while an absolute date 
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is used for the license transformation validity period 1106 of the 
ECM 1100 for Kc transmission (the license transformation validity 
period 1502 of the TL 1500) in the embodiment of the present 
invention. For example, the relative date may be a relative date 
5 from the license validity period 1108, a relative date from the date 
when the terminal apparatus 102 received the ECM 1100 for Kc 
transmission, and the like. Also, while only an end date during 
which the transformation is permitted is shown as an example, a 
starting date may be attached together with the end date. 

10 [0321] Further, while there is provided an example, in the 
embodiment of the present invention, where the validity period 
1603 is inevitably assigned to the license 1600, there is considered 
a case where the validity period 1603 (the license validity period 
1108 of the ECM 2400 for Kc transmission) is unlimited like the ECM 

15 2400 for Kc transmission as shown in FIG. 24 so that a license 
transformation validity period is not set for the ECM 2400 for Kc 
transmission. In such case, the license transformation processing 
unit 1216 of the IC card 103 may generate a license transformation 
validity period 1502 of the TL 1500. For generating the license 

20 transformation validity period 1502, there is a method of adding a 
predetermined period of time (e.g. one month) to a receiving date of 
the ECM 2400 for Kc transmission or a date when the license 
transformation is performed. With respect to the added value, 
while there is a method of holding the added value in the terminal 

25 apparatus 102 and the IC card 103 as a system fixed value, it may 
be changed dramatically by the broadcast station 101 through the 
digital broadcast 104, the communication network 105 and the like. 
[0322] Further, while there is provided a case, in the embodiment of 
the present invention, where the license ID 1501 and the license 

30 transformation validity period 1502 are described in the TL 1500, a 
provider ID 2501, a service type 2503, purchase information 2504, 
and an obtained number of licenses 2506 may be described together 
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in a TL 2500 as shown in FIG. 25, Accordingly, since the provider ID 
2501 is described, a unique value for the license 2502 can be 
assigned for each provider. Further, since the service type 2503 is 
described, in addition to the license transformation log relating to a 
5 tier content, a license transformation log relating to a PPV content 
can be aggregately managed. A date when the PPV content is 
purchased is also described as purchase information 2504. Further, 
since the obtained number of licenses 2506 is described, in the case 
where the obtained number of licenses 2506 is pre-set as a system 

10 fixed value or the number of licenses that can be obtained by a user 
for one license (i.e. the number of licenses that can be duplicated), 
the number of licenses that can be obtained can be precisely 
controlled by recording the obtained number of licenses 2506. 
Further, not limited to the number of licenses that can be obtained, 

15 other conditions relating to license obtainment can be managed. 
[0323] Note that, in the case where the aforementioned TL 2500 is 
used, a message as shown in FIG. 26 can be presented to the user 
when the same PPV content (PPV license) is purchased again using 
the service type 2503 and the purchase information 2504. 

20 [0324] FIG. 26 is a diagram showing an example of a warning 
message presented to the user by the user I/F unit 1208. A 
message 2602 displayed on a monitor 2601 indicates a message for 
confirming the user about whether or not the same content can be 
purchased again since a license of a content called "sacred vessel 2" 

25 was purchased at 19:00:00 on April 15, 2004. 

[0325] Note that, in the embodiment of the present invention, there 
is provided an example where the terminal apparatus 12 and the IC 
card 103 are bound by recording a terminal apparatus ID of the 
terminal apparatus 102 which has performed the license 

30 transformation processing for the first time. However, not limited 
to the above, a domain ID for identifying a group called domain that 
is made up of multiple terminal apparatuses 102 and IC cards 103 
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that can share the content and the license may be used in place of 
the terminal apparatus ID. 

[0326] Further, there has been provided an example, in the 
embodiment of the present invention, where the license 
5 transformation validity period 1502 is inevitably managed in the TL 
1500. However, with respect to the license transformation log of 
the license in which the license transformation validity period 1106 
and the license validity period 1108 are not set in the ECM 1100 for 
Kc transmission, the license transformation log may be structured in 
10 a hybrid configuration by not managing it by time limit but by 
managing it using the number of records of the TL 1500, deleting 
older records first, and the like. 

[0327] Also, there has been provided an example, in the 
embodiment of the present invention, where a decision of whether 

15 or not to add a record of the license transformation log to the TL 
1500 is made with reference to the service type 1103 of the ECM 
1100 for Kc transmission. However, the decision of whether or not 
to add the record may be made depending on whether or not the use 
condition of the content (such as a license validity period 1108, a 

20 use count 1110, and a writing count 111 although it is not limited to 
these) assigned to the ECM 1100 for Kc transmission has a state. 
Therefore, identification information about whether or not the 
license has a state may be set in the ECM 1100 for Kc transmission 
or in the license 1600. For example, there considered a method of 

25 adding, as a record, only the license whose use condition has a state 
and but not the license whose use condition does not have a state. 
Here, the use condition having a state is mainly the use condition 
relating to the counts restrictions such as the use count 1110 and 
the writing count 1111, while the use conditions having a state is 

30 mainly the validity period 1108 and the like. 

[0328] Further, there has been explained, in the embodiment of the 
present invention, that the record whose license transformation 
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validity period 1502 has been expired is deleted at the time of 
adding a record with a new license transformation log. However, 
the record whose license transformation validity period 1502 has 
been expired may be searched for and deleted at the time of 
5 searching and deleting, for every predetermined period of time, the 
record whose license transformation validity period 1502 has been 
expired, and receiving a specific command from the terminal 
apparatus 102 by the IC card 103. Also, the condition for deleting 
the record whose license transformation validity period 1502 has 
10 been expired may be dynamically updated from the broadcast 
station 101. Furthermore, it may be deleted in accordance with a 
user's instruction. 

[0329] Moreover, while the TL 1500 is managed in the IC card 103 
according to the embodiment of the present invention, at least a 

15 portion of the TL 1500 may be stored in the storing unit 1203 of the 
terminal apparatus 102, while taken a storage memory of the IC 
card 103 in consideration. Herein, in order to prevent unauthorized 
operation of the TL 1500 by a malicious user and the like, the hash 
value of the TL 1500 stored in the storing unit 1203 needs to be held 

20 in the IC card 103. Additionally, in the case where the TL 1500 is 
stored in the storing unit 1203 of a terminal apparatus 102 herein, 
there is a possibility that inconsistency is occurred in the number of 
licenses that a user can obtain when another terminal apparatus 109 
obtains (transforms) a new license. Therefore, in the case where 

25 the TL 1500 is stored in the terminal apparatus 102, it is necessary 
to restrict the terminal apparatuses 102 that can obtain the licenses 
by holding, in the IC card 103, an ID for uniquely identifying the 
current terminal apparatus 102. Further, in order to prevent such 
problems, the terminal apparatuses 102 that can obtain a license 

30 may be restricted in advance by holding, in the IC card 103, an ID of 
the terminal apparatus 102 which has obtained the license at the 
first time. 
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[0330] Note that, as described above, in the case of restricting the 
terminal apparatuses 102 that can obtain a license, a message 
(2702) such as "this terminal cannot obtain a license because 
another terminal has already obtained the license" may be 
5 presented to the user as shown in FIG. 27. Additionally, an 
identifier of a terminal that can obtain a license (TERMINAL-ID-1 in 
FIG. 27) may be also presented. Furthermore, a message may be 
presented to the user when a license is transferred to another card, 
and the like. 

10 [0331] Further, while the TL 1500 is managed per IC card 103 unit 
according to the embodiment of the present invention, the TL 1500 
may be managed, in the IC card 103, per broadcast station 101 
(provider). Also, the TL 1500 may be managed per multiple IC 
cards 103 (domain) by cooperating among the multiple IC cards 

15 103. 

[0332] Further, the TL 1500 that is a license transformation log can 
be transmitted to and used by the broadcast station 101, another 
terminal apparatus 102, and another IC card 103. 
[0333] Further, in the case where, in the license transformation 

20 process of the IC card 103, only the TL 1500 is left before the license 
transformation is completed because of a power-cut of the terminal 
apparatus 102, a removable operation of the IC card and the like, so 
that burden is put on the user, the following operation can be 
performed: permitting the IC card 103 to re-obtain the license 1600 

25 only for a predetermined number of times; or communicating with 
the broadcast station 101 through the communication network 105, 
and allowing a re-obtainment of the license 1600 with reference to 
TL 1500. 

[0334] Further, while a transmission device in the broadcast station 
30 101 and the terminal apparatus 102 are structured as a functional 
block according to the embodiment of the present invention, the 
transmission device in the broadcast station 101 and the terminal 
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apparatus 102 can be realized by causing a general computer device 
including a CPU, a recording medium and a communication device, 
to execute a program for realizing the flowcharts shown in FIG. 17 to 
FIG. 22. 

5 [0335] Also, each functional block of a transmission device and a 
terminal apparatus may be realized by multiple system LSI or may 
be realized by a single system LSI. 

[0336] Further, while an example where a content, a license, control 
information and the like are obtained from a single distribution path 

10 according to the embodiment of the present invention, it can be 
applied to a content distribution system including a compound 
distribution path that uses both of the digital broadcast and the 
Internet, or uses both a package media and the Internet. 
[0037] (Second Embodiment) 

15 Hereafter, it is explained about a second embodiment of the 

digital right management system according to the present invention 
with reference to diagrams. Note that, while the reception device 
performs management processing using a license ID and a license 
transformation validity period according to the aforementioned first 

20 embodiment, there is a problem that a memory of the IC card with 
a small memory capacity is taken up because the license is taken in 
the IC card despite the fact that a user actually views the content or 
not. This becomes a realistic problem in the case of the tier 
contract that is a monthly contract and the like. Also, as described 

25 above, even in the case where the license after taken in the 
reception device is recorded not in the IC card but in the terminal 
apparatus, it is necessary to record and manage the hash value of 
the license in the IC card in order to prevent a tamper of the license 
and the like, causing a problem that a mass license management is 

30 difficult. 

[0338] In order to solve the aforementioned problem, in the digital 
right management system according to the second embodiment, a 
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digital right management system is provided that the amount of 
data for the license management of the IC card is reduced and an 
unauthorized use of the license can be prevented, by importing only 
the license to be actually used by a user using an encryption 
5 transformation validity period attached to the license. 

[0339] FIG. 28 is a functional block diagram of a broadcast station 
101 according to the second embodiment. In the second 
embodiment, an ECM generating unit 2801 of the broadcast station 
101 attaches an encryption transformation validity period to the 
10 ECM for Kc transmission. Note that, functions of other processing 
units are same as in the first embodiment. Therefore, the same 
explanations are omitted. 

[0340] FIG. 29 is a diagram showing an example of a content 
attribute information management table 2900 recorded in the 
15 content attribute information DB 303 according to the second 
embodiment. 

[0341] In the content attribute information management table 2900, 
an encryption transformation validity period 2905 that is a validity 
period for a re-encryption in the reception device is attached in 
20 addition to a content ID 2901, a license ID 2902, a use condition 
2903, and contract information 2904. The reception device can 
import a license by performing re-encryption within the encryption 
transformation validity period 2905. 

[0342] FIG. 30 shows an example of a content management table 
25 3000 recorded in the content DB 305 of the transmission device 
according to the second embodiment. Note that, the content 
management table 3000 has a same structure as the content 
management table 800 shown in FIG. 8 of the first embodiment. 
Therefore, its explanation is omitted in here. 
30 [0343] FIG. 31 is a reference diagram showing an example of a data 
structure of the ECM 3100 for Kc transmission to be transmitted 
from the transmission device according to the second embodiment. 
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[0344] The ECM 3100 for Kc transmission differs from the ECM 1100 
for Kc transmission in that an encryption transformation validity 
period 3103 that is a validity period assigned in the ECM generating 
unit 2801 of the transmission device and during which re-encryption 
5 can be performed in the reception device is attached, in addition to 
the provider ID 1102, service type 1103, work key 1104, contract 
judgment information 1105, license ID 1107, license validity period 
1108, content key Kc 1109, use count 1110, writing count 1111 and 
tamper detection 1112 that are data constituents of the ECM 1100 
10 for Kc transmission shown in the FIG. 11. Further, as in the cases 
of the ECM-Kw and the ECM-Kc, it is same as in FIG. 11 that the 
section header 1101 and the section tailer (error detection) 1113 
are attached. 

[0345] FIG. 32 is a reference diagram showing a system 
15 configuration of a reception device according to the second 
embodiment. The functional structure of the terminal apparatus 
102 is same as that of the terminal apparatus 102 shown in FIG. 23 
according to the first embodiment. However, in the second 
embodiment, an ECM re-encrypting unit 3201, a license import 
20 processing unit 3202, a license import log data base 3203 are 
included in the IC card 103. 

[0346] The license import processing unit 3202 imports a license 
when a license is imported from the storing unit 1203 of the terminal 
apparatus 102 to the license DB 1212 of the IC card 103, while 
25 checking a decryption result of the ECM for Kc transmission 
encrypted by the stored unique key Km'. 

[0347] The import log database 3203 is a license to which a marking 
is attached by the ECM re-encrypting unit 3201, that is an 
encryption transformed license, and manages a license ID of a 
30 license that is judged to be able to be imported into the IC card 103 
by the license import processing unit 2302 as an import log DB 
3203. 
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[0348] The ECM re-encrypting unit 3201 transforms an encryption 
of the ECM for Kc transmission using the stored unique key Km' 
when the license is received from the transmission device. In other 
words, the ECM re-encrypting unit 3201 performs marking 
5 processing using the stored encryption key Km' on the license for 
which a contract is made and which is within an encryption 
transformation validity period. 

[0349] FIG. 33 is a reference diagram showing an example of the 
import log table (Import List (IL)) 3300 stored in the import log DB 

10 3203 of the IC card 103 of the reception device according to the 
second embodiment. Note that the import log table 3300 shown in 
this diagram is almost same as the import log table 1500 shown in 
FIG. 15 of the first embodiment. However, in the import log table 
3300, a license validity period 3302 corresponding to a license ID 

15 3301 is described in place of the license transformation validity 
period in FIG, 15. 

[0350] FIG. 34 is a flowchart showing an operational procedure for 
the transmission device in the broadcast station 101 according to 
the second embodiment to transmit a content. 
20 [0351] The ECM generating unit 2801 of the transmission device 
first generates an ECM 3100 for Kc transmission to which an 
encryption transformation validity period 3101 is attached as shown 
in FIG. 31 (step S3401). 

[0352] Specifically, the ECM generating unit 2801, taking an ECM 
25 generation instruction as a trigger, reads out a license ID 2902, a 
use condition 2903, and the like with reference to content attribute 
information DB 303 and content key DB 304 in order to generate the 
ECM 3100 for Kc transmission having an encryption key for each 
content. It generates the ECM 3100 for Kc transmission shown in 
30 FIG. 31 from the read information. The ECM generating unit 2801 
then transmits the generated ECM 3100 for Kc transmission to an 
ECM encrypting unit 311. Note that the processing from S1802 to 
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S1809 is same as the processing procedure of the transmission 
device shown in FIG. 18, so that the explanation about the same 
processing is omitted. 

[0353] FIG. 35 is a flowchart showing processing of content 
5 receiving and encryption transforming by the terminal apparatus 
102 and the IC card 103 according to the second embodiment. 
Here, an encryption transformation permission judging processing 
(step S3501) by the IC card 103 is separately described in detail 
using a flowchart shown in FIG. 36. 
10 [0354] The storing managing unit 1204 in the terminal apparatus 
102 monitors a storing state of the content stored in the storing unit 
1203, and checks whether or not the content storing has been 
completed (step S1901). 

[0355] Next, in step S1901, in the case of NO where the content 
15 storing has not been completed, the step S1902 is executed. On 
the other hand, in step S1901, in the case of YES, where the content 
storing has been completed, this content storing processing is 
terminated. 

[0356] Further, the separating unit 1202 judges whether or not the 
20 ECM 3100 for Kc transmission has been obtained (step S1902). 

[0357] Next, in step S1902, in the case of NO where the ECM 3100 
for Kc transmission has not been obtained, step S1903 is executed. 
On the other hand, in step S1902, in the case of YES where the ECM 
3100 for Kc transmission has been obtained, step S1911 is 
25 executed. 

[0358] Further, the separating unit 1202 separates the ECM 3100 for 
Kc transmission, and transmits it to the IC card 103 (step S1903). 
[0359] Then, in the processing by the IC card 103, the license 
import processing unit 3202 performs encryption transformation 
30 permission judging processing with reference to an encryption 
transformation validity period of the ECM 3100 for Kc transmission 
(step S3501). Note that, the processing details of the encryption 
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transformation permission judgment (step S3501) are described 
using a flowchart of FIG, 36. 

[0360] Next, the ECM re-encrypting unit 3201 judges whether or not 
a license can be re-encrypted using a result of the encryption 
5 transformation permission judgment in step S3501 (step S3502). 
In the case where the encryption transformation is permitted (YES in 
step S3502), the ECM re-encrypting unit 3201 re-encrypts 
(marking) the ECM 3100 for Kc transmission with a stored 
encryption key Km', and transforms the encryption (step S3503). 

10 On the other hand, in the case where the encryption transformation 
is not permitted (NO in step S3502), the ECM re-encrypting unit 
3201 transmits the ECM 3100 for Kc transmission that is not 
re-encrypted with the stored encryption key Km' (i.e. marking is not 
added) to the terminal apparatus 102 as a response (step S1910). 

15 [0361] Note that, in step S3502, as in the case where a 
re-encryption by the ECM re-encrypting unit 3201 is not permitted, 
in the case where an encryption transformation of the license of a 
current content is not permitted, that can be presented to a user as 
a message. Also, in this case, the ECM re-encrypting unit 3201 

20 does not necessarily need to transmit the ECM 3100 for Kc 
transmission that is not re-encrypted by the stored encryption key 
Km' (i.e. marking is not attached) to the terminal apparatus 102. 
[0362] The first card I/F unit 1207 of the terminal apparatus 102 
then receives a response from the IC card 103 (step S1910). 

25 Specifically, the first card I/F unit 1207 receives a response to the 
transmission of the ECM 1100 for Kc transmission from the second 
card I/F unit 1213 of the IC card 103. 

[0363] Further, the storage managing unit 1204 of the terminal 
apparatus 102 stores the content, the ECM-Kc and the ECM 2100 for 
30 Kc transmission that is re-encrypted by the stored encryption key 
Km' returned from the IC card 103, into the storing unit 1203 (step 
S1911). As described above, the content storing processing by the 
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terminal apparatus 102 and the IC card 103 is described with 
reference to FIG. 35. 

[0364] FIG. 36 is a flowchart showing an operational procedure in 
the encryption transformation permission judgment processing 
5 (corresponding to S3501 in FIG. 35) by the terminal apparatus 102 
according to the second embodiment. 

[0365] The ECM/EMM decrypting unit 1214 of the IC card 103 first 
judges whether or not there is a work key Kw 203 for decrypting the 
ECM 3100 for Kc transmission with reference to the card 

10 management information DB 1210 (step S2101). 

[0366] Next, in step S2101, in the case of YES where there is a work 
key Kw 1406, the step S2102 is executed. On the other hand, in 
step S2101, in the case of NO where there is no work key Kw 1406, 
the step S3603 is executed. 

15 [0367] The ECM/EMM decrypting unit 1214 then decrypts the ECM 
3100 for Kc transmission with the work key Kw 1406 (step S2102). 
[0368] Further, the ECM/EMM processing unit 1215 judges whether 
or not the IC card 103 has a contract for viewing the current content 
(step S2103). Specifically, the ECM/EMM processing unit 1215 

20 compares the contract judgment information 1105 of the ECM 3100 
for Kc transmission with the tier contract ID 1402 or the PPV 
contract ID 1403 of the provider unique information table 1400 
stored in the card management information DB 1210, and judges 
whether or not one of the IDs matches the contract judgment 

25 information 1105. Additionally, it also refers to the validity period 
1404 of the provider unique information table 1400 stored in the 
card management information DB 1210, and checks whether or not 
the current time is within the validity period 1404. As the current 
time herein, the terminal apparatus 102 transmits, to the IC card 

30 103, a current time obtained from a current time managing unit that 
is not shown in the diagram in the terminal apparatus 102 of FIG. 32, 
together with the ECM 2100 for Kc transmission in step S1910. 
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[0369] Then, in step S2103, in the case of YES, where one of the IDs 
matches and the current time is before the validity period 1404, step 
S3601 is executed. On the other hand, in step S2103, in the case 
of NO, where none of the IDs matches, or where the current time 
5 expires the validity period 1404, step S3603 is executed. 

[0370] The ECM re-encrypting unit 3201 then judges whether or not 
the current time is within the encryption transformation validity 
period described in the ECM 3100 for Kc transmission (step S3601). 
In the case where the current time is before the encryption 

10 transformation validity period (YES in step S3601), the ECM 
re-encrypting unit 3201 judges that the marking can be performed, 
and permits re-encryption of the ECM 3100 for Kc transmission with 
the stored encryption key Km' (step S3602). On the other hand, 
the license import processing unit 3202 does not permit 

15 re-encryption of the ECM 3100 for Kc transmission (step S3603), in 
the case where the current time is not before the encryption 
transformation period (NO in step S3602). 

[0371] Specifically, in step S3601, the license import processing 
unit 3202 judges whether or not the ECM 3100 for Kc transmission is 
20 within the encryption transformation period by comparing with the 
current time obtained together with the ECM 3100 for Kc 
transmission from the terminal apparatus 102 with reference to the 
encryption transformation period 3101 of the ECM 3100 for Kc 
transmission. 

25 [0372] FIG. 37 is a flowchart showing a processing procedure when 
the terminal apparatus 102 and the IC card 103 imports a license 
according to the second embodiment. Here in this processing, 
license import permission judging processing (corresponding to step 
S3702) performed by the IC card 103 is described separately using 

30 the flowchart shown in FIG. 38. 

[0373] Note that, the processing at the time of license importing 
may be performed before viewing the content corresponding to the 
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license, but it may be also performed when a user views the content. 
[0374] First, the ECM 3100 for Kc transmission stored in the storing 
unit 1203 of the terminal apparatus 102 is transmitted to the IC card 
(step S3701). 

5 [0375] The IC card 103 then judges whether or not the license of the 
received ECM 3100 for Kc transmission can be imported (step 
S3702). 

[0376] Specifically, the second card I/F unit 1213 of the IC card 103 
receives the ECM 3100 for Kc transmission transmitted by the first 

10 card I/F unit 1207 of the terminal apparatus 102, and executes 
judgment about whether or not the license importing can be 
performed by confirming whether or not the ECM 3100 for Kc 
transmission is marked, that is, about whether or not the ECM 3100 
for Kc transmission is re-encrypted with the stored encryption key 

15 Km'. Note that, the details about this license capturing permission 
judgment processing are described with reference to FIG. 38. 
[0377] The license import processing unit 3202 of the IC card 103 
checks whether or not an importing of the license is permitted as the 
result of the license import permission judgment processing (step 

20 S3703). 

[0378] In step S3703, in the case of YES where the license importing 
is permitted, step S3704 is executed. On the other hand, in step 
S3703, in the case of NO where the license importing is not 
permitted, step S3707 is executed without the importing of the 
25 license. 

[0379] Then, in step S3703, in the case of YES, the license import 
processing unit 3202 transforms the license of the ECM 3100 for Kc 
transmission, and generates a license 1600 for stored viewing as 
shown in FIG. 16 (step S3704). Specifically, the license import 
30 processing unit 3202 obtains a license ID 1107, a license validity 
period 1108 and the like included in the ECM 3100 for Kc 
transmission, and generates the license 1600. 
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[0380] The license import processing unit 3202 then records the 
transformation log of the license in an import log DB 3203 (step 
S3705). Specifically, the license import processing unit 3202 adds 
the license ID 1107 and the validity period 1108 of the ECM 3100 for 
5 Kc transmission respectively to the license ID 1501 and the validity 
period of the TL 1500 stored in the import log DB 3203. 
[0381] The license processing unit 1217 then stores the imported 
license into the license DB 1212 (step S3706). 

[0382] The second card I/F unit 1213 then transmits a response, to 
10 the terminal apparatus 102, for the license transformation request 
by the ECM 3100 for Kc transmission (step S3707). Specifically, 
the second card I/F unit 1213 generates one of the following 
response messages and sends it to the terminal apparatus 102: a 
message indicating that a license importing of the content is 
15 permitted and the license importing has been completed; a message 
indicating that the license importing of the content has not been 
permitted; and the message indicating that the license importing 
has been failed. 

[0383] The first card I/F unit 1213 then transmits a response to the 
20 license transformation request by the ECM 3100 for Kc transmission 
from the IC card 102 (step S3708). 

[0384] Note that, in step S3703, as in the case of NO, where the 
license importing of the content is not permitted, that may be 
presented to the user as a message. 

25 [0385] Also, in the case where the imported license is stored not in 
the license DB 1212 of the IC card 103 but in the terminal apparatus 
102, in step S3706, the license ID and hash value of the imported 
license and the like may be stored in the IC card 103, and the license 
imported in the terminal apparatus 102 may be transmitted as a 

30 response in step S3707. 

[0386] FIG. 38 is a flowchart showing a detailed operational 
procedure of the license importing permission judgment 
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(corresponding to step S3702) shown in FIG. 37, in the reception 
device according to the second embodiment. 

[0387] The ECM/EMM decrypting unit 1214 of the IC card first 
judges whether or not there is the stored encryption key Km' 203 for 
5 decrypting the ECM 3100 for Kc transmission, with reference to the 
card management information DB 1210 (step S3801). 
[0388] Specifically, the ECM/EMM decrypting unit 1214 reads out a 
stored encryption key Km' corresponding to the card ID, with 
reference to the card management information DB 1210. Herein, in 
10 the case where the card ID of the ECM 3100 for Kc transmission does 
not match the stored encryption key Km', the processing is 
performed considering that there is no stored encryption key Km' 
203 (NO in step S3801). 

[0389] Then, in step S3801, in the case of YES, where there is the 
15 stored encryption key Km', step S3802 is executed. On the other 
hand, in step S3801, in the case of NO, where there is no stored 
encryption key Km', step S2111 in which the license importing is not 
permitted is executed. 

[0390] After that, the ECM/EMM decrypting unit 1214 judges 
20 whether or not the ECM 1100 for Kc transmission can be decrypted 
with the stored encryption key Km' (step S3802). 
[0391] Specifically, the ECM/EMM decrypting unit 1214 decrypts the 
encryption portion of the ECM 3100 for Kc transmission using AES, 
with the stored encryption key Km' obtained in step S3801, and 
25 judges whether or not the encryption can be decrypted with the 
stored encryption key Km' by making the tamper detection 1110 of 
the ECM 3100 for Kc transmission to detect whether or not the ECM 
3100 for Kc transmission is tampered. Further, in the case where it 
is detected that the ECM 3100 for Kc transmission is tampered, the 
30 step S2111 is executed and the processing is terminated since the 
license importing cannot be permitted. 

[0392] In the case where the ECM 1100 for Kc transmission can be 
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decrypted with the stored encryption key Km' (YES in step S3802), 
the license import processing unit 3202 judges whether or not the 
ECM 3100 for Kc transmission is within the validity period of the 
license (step S3803). Specifically, the license import processing 
5 unit 3202 judges whether or not the ECM 3100 for Kc transmission is 
within the validity period by comparing the current time obtained 
together with the ECM 3100 for Kc transmission from the terminal 
apparatus, with reference to the validity period 1108 of the license 
of the ECM 3100 for Kc transmission. 

10 [0393] Then, in step S3808, in the case of YES where the validity 
period 1108 is after the current time, it is judged that the current 
time is within the validity period and step S2105 is executed. On 
the other hand, in step S3808, in the case of NO, where the validity 
period 1108 is before the current time, it is judged that the current 

15 time is out of the validity period and step S2111 is executed. 

[0394] Note that, the judgment processing of the validity period in 
step S3803 is performed for not storing unnecessary license that 
has passed the validity period. Therefore, this processing can be 
omitted. 

20 [0395] The license import processing unit 3202 searches for a 
transformation log of the license ID with reference to the import log 
DB 3203 (step S2105). Specifically, the license import processing 
unit 3202 searches for a record of the license ID 1501 matching the 
license ID 1107 of the ECM 3100 for Kc transmission, with reference 

25 to the TL 1500 of the import log DB 3203. 

[0396] The license import processing unit 3202 then judges whether 
or not there is a transformation log of the license ID (step S2106). 
Specifically, the license import processing unit 3202 checks whether 
or not there is a record in which the license ID 1501 of the TL 1500 

30 matches the license ID 1107 of the ECM 3100 for Kc transmission in 
the import log DB 3203, with reference to the search result obtained 
in step S2105. 
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[0397] In step S2106, in the case of NO where there is no import log 
of the license ID, step S2107 is executed. On the other hand, in the 
case of YES where there is the import log of the license, step S2111 
is executed. 

5 [0398] The license import processing unit 3202 searches whether or 
not, in TL 1500, there is an available record or a record which has 
passed the validity period (step S2107). 

[0399] Specifically, the license import processing unit 3202 
searches for an available record with reference to TL 1500 in order 

10 to find a record to which a license ID for performing another license 
transformation is added. In the case where the is no available 
record, the license import processing unit 3202 compares the 
license transformation period 1502 with the current time obtained 
together with the ECM 3100 for Kc transmission from the terminal 

15 apparatus 102, and searches for a record whose current time is 
before the license transformation period 1502. 

[0400] The license import processing unit 3202 judges whether or 
not there is an available record or a record which has passed the 
license transformation period in the transformation log DB 1211 
20 (step S2108). Specifically, the license import processing unit 3202 
judges whether or not there is an available record or a record which 
has passed the license transformation period 1502 with reference to 
the search result obtained in step S2107. 

[0401] In step S2108, in the case of YES where there is an available 
25 record or a record whose license transformation period 1502 has 
passed, step S2109 is executed. On the other hand, in step S2108, 
in the case of NO where there is no available record or a record 
which has passed the license transformation period, step S2111 is 
executed because the license transformation cannot be executed 
30 any more. 

[0402] The license import processing unit 3202 then deletes, based 
on the result judged in step S2108, the record which has passed the 
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license transformation period 1502 when there is no available record, 
so as to allow addition of new license ID 1501 (step S2109). 
[0403] The license import processing unit 3202 judges that the 
license of the ECM 3100 for Kc transmission can be permitted, and 
5 terminates the license transformation permission judgment 
processing (step S2110). Also, the license import processing unit 
3202 judges that the license of the ECM 3100 for Kc transmission is 
not permitted, and terminates the license transformation 
permission judgment processing (step S2111). 

10 [0404] Note that, while it is not explained using drawings in the 
second embodiment, a processing procedure at the time of 
reproducing content after capturing the license in the license DB 
1212 of the IC card 103 is same as the processing shown in FIG. 22. 
Therefore, the same explanation is not repeated in here. 

15 [0405] As described above, in the digital right management system 
according to the second embodiment, an encryption transformation 
period is added to the ECM 3100 for Kc transmission in the 
transmission device. In the reception device, the received ECM 
3100 for Kc transmission is judged whether or not it is within the 

20 encryption transformation period or not. In the case where the 
judgment says that it is within the encryption transformation period, 
the ECM re-encrypting unit 3201 re-encrypts the license obtained 
with the stored encryption key Km', returns the re-encrypted license 
from the IC card 103 to the terminal apparatus 102, and stores it 

25 into the storing unit 1203. 

[0406] Accordingly, in the case where the ECM 3100 for Kc 
transmission stored in the storing unit 1203 of the terminal 
apparatus 102 is imported into the IC card 103 for viewing the 
content, the license import processing unit 3202 of the IC card 103 

30 judges whether or not the ECM 3100 for Kc transmission obtained 
from the storing unit 1203 of the terminal apparatus 102 can be 
decrypted using the stored encryption key Km', and imports only the 
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ECM 3100 for Kc transmission that can be decrypted. Accordingly, 
the license import processing unit 3202 can import only the license 
relating to the content that a user actually views, and the 
information relating to the license is stored in the terminal 
5 apparatus 102, so that a problem of taking-up the capacity of the IC 
card 103 whose memory capacity is limited can be avoided. 
[0407] Also, based on the encryption transformation period added 
to the ECM 3100 for Kc transmission, a license importing permitted 
period can be controlled as the result of controlling the encryption 
10 transformation period. Therefore, an unauthorized use of the 
content during the period of time when the contract is not made can 
be prevented. 

[0408] Further, in the present invention, the import log DB 3203 
manages the import log table 3300 in which the license ID 3301 and 
15 the validity period 3302 are stored. Therefore, a use of license 
which has passed the validity period 3302 can be appropriately 
prevented. 

[0409] Note that, in the description of the second embodiment, the 
ECM re-encrypting unit 3201 of the IC card 103 re-encrypts the ECM 

20 3100 for Kc transmission using the stored encryption key Km'. 
However, not limited to the above, in the present invention, the ECM 
3100 for Kc transmission can be re-encrypted using other marking 
methods such addition of a received flag, addition of a terminal/card 
ID, and addition of a signature. Further, as the encryption key used 

25 for the re-encryption of the ECM 3100 for Kc transmission, a 
common encryption key for multiple terminal apparatuses 102 and 
the like may be used other than a stored encryption key Km' that is 
unique to a terminal apparatus 102 or an IC card 103. 
[0410] Further, in the description of the second embodiment, an 

30 encryption transformation period is added to the ECM 3100 for Kc 
transmission in the transmitter. However, in the case where the 
encryption transformation period is not added in the transmitter, a 
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decision about whether or not to permit an encryption 
transformation may be determined based on a predetermined 
condition when the encryption of the ECM 3100 for Kc transmission 
is transformed in the terminal apparatus 102. For example, 
5 following cases are considered: a case where an encryption 
transformation period is determined as predetermined days before 
the validity period of the ECM 3100 (license) for Kc transmission; 
and a case where an encryption transformation period is determined 
based on a current time received together with the ECM 3100 from 

10 the terminal apparatus 102. 
[0411] (Variation) 

Next, a variation of capturing a license in the receiver is 
described with reference to FIG. 39 to FIG. 42. Note that this 
variation is characterized in that a license capturing is managed 

is based on a package ID, a license ID (obtained license ID) and a 
validity period. 

[0412] FIG. 39 is a diagram showing an import log table (Import List 
(IL)) 3900 for Pay Per Content (PPC) managed by the IC card 103 
according to the present variation. Each record in the IL 3900 for 

20 PPC is generated when a content (package) of the PPC is purchased. 
[0413] The difference with the aforementioned import log table is 
that a package ID 3901 and an in-package license ID 3903 are 
described. Here, the package ID 3901 is information for identifying 
a purchased package, is, for example, described as "PKG-ID-1" 

25 showing a unit for purchasing a content. There is a case when 
multiple contents (e.g. a package of ten stories of a drama) are 
included in a package. In this case, they are managed as the 
in-package ID 3903 corresponding to the package ID 3901. Note 
that, there is also a case where a content may be included in 

30 packages having different licenses. For example, when there are a 
sports package and a J-League package, a content relating to the 
J-league may be included in both packages. 
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[0414] The validity period 3902 is a validity period corresponding to 
the package ID 3901. The longest (the latest validity period) 
period among the validity periods of the license in a package is 
described. 

5 [0415] The in-package license ID 3903 is a list of IDs of the licenses 
included in a package. For example, it is described as 
"LICENSE-ID-1, LICENSE ID-2, and and consequently a license 
importing state in a package can be presented to a user. Note that, 
it is assumed that the in-package license ID 3902 is not the required 

10 information but is used for presenting to a user a relationship 
between a license included in a package and a license that has been 
already obtained, together with the obtained license ID 3904. 
[0416] The obtained license ID 3904 indicates a license that is 
already imported for the in-package license ID 3903, and is 

15 indicated, for example, as "LICENSE-ID-l, LICENSE-ID-2". 

[0417] Note that, a management method for the information to be 
managed in such import log table 3900 may be changed depending 
on a package ID 3901 and an assigning method of an in-package 
license ID 3903 (whether assigning an ID in a global and a unique 

20 manner or assigning an ID unique to each service provider). 

[0418] FIG. 40 is a reference diagram showing an example of an 
ECM 4000 for Kc transmission distributed from the transmission 
device to the reception device according to the present variation. 
In the ECM 4000 for Kc transmission according to the present 

25 variation, the followings are described: a package ID 4002 
corresponding to an in-package license ID 3903 that is added in an 
import log table for PPC, and is stored in the import log table 3900 
of the import log DB 3203 when the license is imported; an 
in-package license ID 4003 corresponding to the in-package license 

30 ID 3903 shown in FIG. 39; and an encryption transformation period 
as in the case of the second embodiment. Note that, the 
in-package license ID 4003 is a list of license IDs included in a 
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package, and the same value is transmitted from the ECM 4000 for 
Kc transmission in the same package. 

[0419] FIG. 41 is a flowchart showing a processing procedure when 
the reception device imports a license for PPC, according to the 
5 present variation. Note that, a license import permission judgment 
processing shown in this flowchart (corresponding to step S4102) is 
described in detail in FIG. 42. 

[0420] First, the ECM 4000 for Kc transmission stored in the storing 
unit 1203 of the terminal apparatus 102 is transmitted to the IC card 
10 (step S4101). 

[0421] Next, the IC card 103 judges whether or not the license of 
the received ECM 4000 for Kc transmission can be imported (step 
S4102). 

[0422] The license import processing unit 3202 of the IC card 103 
15 then checks whether or not the license importing is permitted as the 
result of the license imoirt permission judgment (step S4103). 
[0423] In step 4103, in the case of YES, where the license importing 
is permitted, step S4104 is executed. On the other hand, in step 
S4103, in the case of NO where the license importing is not 
20 permitted, step S4107 is executed without the importing of the 
license. 

[0424] In the case of YES in step S4103, the license import 
processing unit 3203 transforms a license of the ECM 4000 for Kc 
transmission, and generates a license 1600 for stored viewing as 

25 shown in FIG. 16 (step S4104). 

[0425] Next, the license import processing unit 3202 records the 
transformation log of the license into the import log DB 3203 (step 
S4105). Specifically, in the case of importing a first license in the 
package, the license import processing unit 3202 records, in the 

30 import log DB 3203, the package ID 3901, validity period 3902, and 
in-package license ID 3903 in the capturing log table 3900. Also, in 
the case of importing a license from the second time in the package, 
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the license import processing unit 3202 records, into the import log 
DB 3203, only the obtained license ID 3904 in the capturing log 
table 3900. This is because other items have been already 
recorded. 

5 [0426] The license processing unit 1217 then stores the imported 
license into a license DB 1212 (step S4106). 

[0427] After that, the second card I/F unit 1213 transmits, to the 
terminal apparatus 102, a response to a license transformation 
request from the ECM 4000 for Kc transmission (step S4107). 

10 [0428] FIG. 42 is a flowchart showing a specific operational 
procedure of the license capturing permission judgment 
(corresponding to step S4102) shown in FIG. 41. 
[0429] The ECM/EMM decrypting unit 1214 of the IC card 103 judges 
whether or not there is a stored encryption key Km' for decrypting 

15 the ECM 4000 for Kc transmission with reference to the card 
management information DB 1210 (step S4210). 
[0430] Then, in step S4201, in the case of YES where there is the 
stored encryption key Km', step S4202 is executed. On the other 
hand, in step S4201, in the case of NO where there is no stored 

20 encryption key Km', step S2111 in which a license importing is not 
permitted is executed. 

[0431] The ECM/EMM decrypting unit 1214 then decrypts the ECM 
1100 for Kc transmission with the stored encryption key Km' (step 
S4202). 

25 [0432] Next, after decrypting the ECM 4000 with the stored 
encryption key Km', the license import processing unit 3202 judges 
whether or not a license of the ECM 4000 for Kc transmission is 
within the validity period (step S4203). 

[0433] Then, in step S4203, in the case of YES where the validity 
30 period is after the current time, it is judged that the license is within 
the validity period, and step S4204 is executed. On the other hand, 
in step S4203, in the case of NO where the validity period 1108 is 
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before the current time, it is judged that the license is out of the 
validity period, and step S2111 is executed. 

[0434] The license import processing unit 3202 searches for a 
transformation log of the license ID with reference to the import log 
5 DB 3203 (step S4204). Specifically, the license import processing 
unit 3202 searches a match/mismatch of records based on a pair of 
the package ID 4002 and the license ID 4003 of the ECM 4000 for Kc 
transmission, with reference to the TL 1500 of the import log DB 
3203. 

io [0435] The license import processing unit 3202 then judges whether 
or not there are transformation logs of the package ID and the 
license ID (step S2106). Specifically, the license import processing 
unit 3202 checks whether or not there is a record, in the import log 
DB, showing a matching between a pair of the package ID 4002 and 

15 the in-package license ID 4003 of the ECM 4000 for Kc transmission 
and a pair of the package ID 3901 and the in-package license ID 
3903 of the import log table 3900. 

[0436] In step S2106, in the case of NO, where there are no 
transformation logs of the package ID and the license ID, step 

20 S2107 is executed. On the other hand, in step S2106, in the case 
of YES where there are transformation logs of the package ID and 
the license ID, step S2111 is executed. Note that, the processing 
after S2107 is same as the processing shown in FIG. 38. Therefore, 
the explanation about the same processing is omitted. 

25 [0437] As described above, in the present variation, a license 
obtainment is managed in the IC card 103 of the reception device by 
controlling an obtainment of a license whose package ID 4002 and 
the in-package license ID 4003 are duplicated, based on the 
package ID 4002, in-package license ID 4003 and validity period 

30 1108 included in the ECM 4000 for Kc transmission. Accordingly, 
the package ID 3901 is assigned to a package, and the in-package 
license ID 3903 assigned to multiple contents included in the 



-86- 



package can be uniformly managed even in a different package. 
Therefore, while preventing an unauthorized use of the license by 
effective use of the IC card 103 with small memory capacity, license 
data can be managed in a more suitable manner for an actual use by 
5 a user, for example, to be suitable for the case where a drama 
program series broadcasted for twelve times in three months and 
contents are purchased at once. 

[0438] A digital right management system according to the present 
invention has an effect that both an unauthorized license 

10 obtainment and an increase of data size to be managed can be 
prevented by managing a license ID and validity period obtained by 
a terminal apparatus as a list and holding the list as a record at least 
during the validity period of the license. It is useful as a digital 
right management system and the like in a content distribution 

15 service such as a digital broadcast, a digital CATV, and the Internet. 
Also, it is applicable to a digital right management system in the 
content distribution service by a portable media and the like such as 
a package media. 
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